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       Planning a Lawn 
      Replacement?

by Susie Mader
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‘Possums in the ‘Hood
by Susanne Martinez

continued on page  7

When my flashlight first caught 
a very large, very pregnant opos-
sum sitting on top of our backyard 
fence, staring straight at me, I felt a 
wave of fear, called the dog to me, 
and ran for the back door. 

It was like a big flesh colored 
“thing” had invaded my turf. But even-
tually, she produced this cute little guy 
hiding underneath my lemon tree.

After a little research on opos-
sums—sometimes called pos-
sums—I discovered that these 
“guests” can serve a useful func-
tion. In fact, my strawberry patch 
has been free of snails and slugs 
since the family moved in.

According to the National Opos-
sum Society (yes, they have their 
own non-profit organization), opos-
sums eat insects, snails, worms, 
rats, mice, and carrion. They have 
been called nature's clean-up crew, 
working the night shift. Opossums 
may sometimes help themselves to 
berries and other fruit in your gar-
den, but usually after it has already 
fallen on the ground. 

Although rabies in opossums is 
reportedly very rare, they do harbor 
fleas and ticks which can carry vari-
ous viruses. The American Humane 
Society says that opossums are not 
generally aggressive, although their 
open-mouth, defensive hissing may 
make them appear that way. But it 
is usually a bluff and if it doesn’t 

Restaurant
Scene

by Max Hauser

continued on page  7

Farmers’ Market Open at CA & Bryant on SuperBowl Sunday, Feb 7, 9-12 

Ready to do something about 
your water-guzzling lawn? 

First, ask yourself: Do you re-
ally need to replace your lawn? 

Perhaps not. Could you live 
with a seasonal lawn? Many grass-
es look good in the winter and go 
quietly dormant in the summer, for 
a natural look. Add some seasonal 
bulbs and wildflowers to make a 
meadow.

But if the answer is yes—the 
lawn goes—how should you do 
this?

Among the several ways to 
eliminate a lawn, scalping is the 
fastest.  Rent a sod cutter and 
schedule a dumpster. You’ll need a 
small pickax too. Even better, hire 
someone with tools and a truck and 
save your back for the fun stuff.

Or: Mow your lawn as short as 
possible. Dig out any large weeds.  
Cover the area with clear plastic, 
run a hose underneath and when 
the sod is thoroughly soaked, re-
move the hose, pin down the plastic 
and cover it thickly with mulch. Ar-
bor Mulch (cut-up tree trimmings) 
or leaves are good.

Or: Mow, as above, then cov-
er the area carefully with cardboard 
and/or thick paper. Cover even 
more thickly with mulch and soak 
the area. Why? Because this will 
rot the roots! It works faster in hot 
weather, but can be done in winter 
too, more slowly.

Now: What next?
First decide how to use your 

new lawnless space. What plants 
and non-living materials will you 
need? Mulch, flagstones, decom-
posed granite? Make a sketch, 

continued on page  7

New breakfast option: Omelette 
House, a family-run catering 
firm that now operates the deli 
at Ava’s Downtown Market 
(340 Castro), added an extensive 
breakfast menu, all day. Printed 
menus look like something from 
a white-tablecloth fine-dining 
restaurant.  Photos and menu: 
http://www.omelettehouseatavas.
com/ I continue to be impressed 
by Omelette House’s hot lunch 
specials and classy sandwiches.

Rumble Fish opened late October 
at 357 Castro, a full-menu, rath-
er upscale independent Japanese 
restaurant. I’ve had two fine lunch-
es so far.

Little Sheep Mongolian Hotpot, a 
trendy restaurant group from Chi-
na serving meals you cook in sim-
mering broth pots, opened at 102 
Castro and was instantly crowd-
ed. I found lunch specials starting 
around $10 and strong competition 
for Shabuway, the established Jap-
anese hotpot (shabu-shabu) restau-
rant nearby at 180 Castro.

Mahalo Bowl has offered acai 
bowls and smoothies at 650 Castro 
since November, expanding from a 
food truck.

Serving Old Mountain View since 1986… 
With over 1,500 past sales, and more than 500 

being in Old Mountain View.

No one can offer you 
more knowledge, insight 
and service!

650.996.0123 | www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com | CalBRE# 00927794

The choice is clear:

Tori
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Old Mountain View Neighbor Profile: Author Don McPhail
by Susan Bickford

continued on page  6

Old Mountain View resident 
Don McPhail’s path to published 
author has had many twists and 
turns. He was born in Santiago, 
Chile and moved to Palo Alto when 
he was five. After graduating from 
high school, he attended Menlo 
College, and enlisted in the Navy. 
He qualified for the Naval Acade-
my at Annapolis, and attended for 
two years before transferring to 
San Francisco State. He then went 
to work for United Airlines. He is 
now retired after 40+ years in the 
travel and hospitality industries. He 
has been a Mountain View resident 
since 1995.

Published in 2015, THE MIL-
LIONAIRES CRUISE: SAILING TOWARD 
BLACK TUESDAY began as a modest 
family history and turned into a full-
fledged novel. “I wanted to chronicle 
the things I know about our family,” 
said McPhail, “so that my sons and 
nephews would know something 
about their heritage. My dad died 
when I was four, and my mom sel-
dom talked about her background.”

Their story is unique. McPhail’s 
father was from South Africa and 

his mother from South Dakota. 
They met in 1933, as crew mem-
bers on a 90-day Pacific sailing of 
Matson’s luxury ship, the SS Malo-
lo. He was a cruise director, and she 
was a ship’s nurse. Their courtship 
included ports of call like Yokoha-
ma, Shanghai, Sydney, Sumatra, 
Pago Pago, and Hawaii. 

In his research, McPhail learned 
that this was a familiar tour pattern 
for the Malolo. It had sailed the 
same itinerary several years earlier, 
in September of 1929, carrying an 
elite group. The 1929 sailing be-
came infamous for carrying some 

325 millionaires, most of whom 
lost their fortunes on October 29, 
“Black Tuesday,” when the stock 
market crashed while they were 
part-way into the cruise. 

McPhail briefly noted the 1929 
cruise in his family history. “I asked 
a good friend, a successful novelist 
named D.W. Buffa, to read the fam-
ily writeup. He liked my writing, but 
said that I should make it into a novel 
about the 1929 millionaires cruise. 
He felt that story was a natural, with 
drama, glamour and intrigue.”

That was in 2012, and McPhail 
suspended work on the family proj-
ect and dove into the novel. The 
process took two years of serious 
writing and editing, and then he 
looked for a publisher. “Most peo-
ple know what the Internet has done 
to publishing. After chasing agents 
for six months, and rarely receiving 
the courtesy of a response, I heard 
author Alan Furst tell KQED inter-
viewer Michael Krasny that a writer 
should find a way to publish his/her 
work, and not be afraid to publish 
independently. So that’s what I did.”
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‘Possums
continued from page  1

work, they go into a kind of shock 
and appear to play dead (“playing 
possum”) when really scared. 

Like any wild animal, if cor-
nered, they will try to defend them-
selves so it is best to keep pets as 
well as children away from them.  
Interestingly, opossums are the 
only North American marsupial, 
carrying their young in their pouch-
es until they are 2 or 3 months old.

As the Opossum Society points 
out, they don’t dig up your lawn, 
chew on wires, or create burrows 
the way some of our other backyard 
visitors do, but they may get blamed 
for things they haven’t done, like 
knocking over your garbage can, be-
cause they are so slow and easier to 
spot than some other critters. 

There are ways to discourage 
them from hanging out in your ter-
ritory, like not leaving out food and 
clearing away brush. Since they are 
nocturnal, they don’t like lighted 
areas at night. However, they are 
known to be great survivors and 
once they move into a neighborhood 
like Old Mountain View, they aren’t 
likely to move on as long as there 
is food, water, and shelter available. 

For now, my new neighbors are 
earning their keep clearing out the 
snails and slugs from my garden.

Restaurants
continued from page  1

scaled if you want to save time lat-
er, and note the sun and shade ar-
eas.

The Santa Clara Valley Water 
District (valleywater.org) has a good 
list of drought-tolerant plants. Or 
check Sunset publications. 

On to the next phase.
Option 1: Design from the 

outside in. The borders, which are 
no longer constrained, can be ap-
pealing areas for shrubs and low 
water perennials. You can use larg-
er native or Mediterranean plants. 
Plant starting in from the sidewalk 
and house and let them grow natu-
rally. Now you have space!

Option 2: Design from the 
inside out. Choose an area for 
an interesting focal point—some 
rocks, evergreens, or a few colorful 
shrubs. Go wild! 

A few more tips:
 � Make sure the plants you choose 

have similar sun and water 
needs. You want all the plants in 
the same irrigation zone. 

 � Use an attractive mulch—tree 
clippings, small mixed rocks, 
or mini bark chips—for the rest 
of the area with perhaps small-
er shrubs near the corners or 
walkways. 

 � Your landscape will have more 
impact with less green and 
more textural interest. 

 � You might want a grove of 
small trees—evergreen for pri-
vacy, deciduous for winter sun.
Finally, you’ll want to abandon 

your old leaky lawn spray irriga-
tion and put in a streamlined drip 
system: “smart” tubing with emit-
ters every 6-12 inches. Modify or 
replace the old valves. 

Consult with a professional if 
you are new to this. 

Following these guidelines 
you’ll save lots of water and the 
birds and the bees will love you!

Korean turnover: Compact neigh-
borhood favorite Totoro (841 Villa) 
is scheduled to close at the end of 
January, to be replaced by a new 
Korean restaurant, Song-Pa.

Coming soon, Part 1: Eureka  
http://www.eurekarestaurant-
group.com/eat.html  at 191 Castro 
is advertising a hiring fair February 
10-11. 

Coming soon, Part 2: Verde Tea 
Kitchen, a full-service restaurant 
related to Verde Tea Café nearby, 
will “soon” open, 210 Hope at Villa 
(formerly Spice Islands).

Coming soon, Part 3: Izzo is pend-
ing at 246 Castro (former Cijjo 
space), a development of San José’s 
Izzo (a Taiwanese and Asian-Fusion 
Restaurant).

Coming soon, Part 4: Pokēworks 
plans to open at 211 Castro: http://
www.pokeworks.com/

Lawns
continued from page  1

Plateau Building Group, Inc.

Building On A Higher Level

CONTACT JAY BROWN, OWNER

(650) 996-3437
www.PlateauBuildingGroup.com

Past winner of Mountain View 
Mayors Award for Best Remodel!

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELS
• Sustainable Building Designs
• Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF)  
building systems  

• Net Zero Energy homes
• Kitchen design
• Room additions & more

Contact us today for a consultation

Serving Mountain View and 
surrounding areas since 2005 

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

George - Every day I am so grateful 
for your love and support. S
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Two people with the same birthday. 
A match made in heaven - B
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Madison-->Bordeaux-->Mountain 
View. Thanks for a great 7 years, ETP
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Romeo, you are my valentine! Juliet
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Mervyn’s, the venerable café name 
restored last year to 236 Cas-
tro, dropped its food program, 
but its bars remain open: historic 
Mervyn’s Lounge in the rear, and 
in evenings, the new bar at the Cas-
tro-Street entrance.
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Immigrant House Update
by Marina Marinovich

Friends of Immigrant House 
went to the Santa Clara Board of 
Supervisors' Chambers on Novem-
ber 19, 2015 and met with Rey Ro-
driguez, the City of Mountain View 
Senior Project Manager, who then 
gave a presentation to the County 
of Santa Clara Historical Heritage 
Commission. 

The Friends’ goal was to re-
quest $50,000 of funding for the 
Immigrant House Restoration 
Project (City of Mountain View), 
which—if granted—would eliminate 
the funding deficit. The HHC was 
pleased that the City of Mountain 
View applied, as the city has never 
applied before. They unanimously 
voted to review the grant proposal. 

Later, the commissioners vis-
ited the Municipal Operations Cen-
ter, where Immigrant House sits to-
day, and the new park site at 771 N. 
Rengstorff for inspection. The vote 
was unanimous—the HHC approved 
the grant as eligible for funding. 
The next step is for the Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors to approve the 
commissioners’ recommendation 
in February 2016. Great news!

We would like to thank our 
Mayor, Vice Mayor and Council 
Members who unanimously voted 
for the designation of Immigrant 
House as a historic structure. The 
Mountain View Parks and Recre-
ation Commission has recommend-
ed that the new park be named 
either Heritage Park or Immigrant 
Grove Park.

Don McPhail
continued from page  2

THE MILLIONAIRES CRUISE was 
launched early this year through a 
publishing house recommended by 
Book Passage in Corte Madera. “I 
can’t tell you how helpful they have 
been. Book Passage helped me to 
locate a publisher that is known 
and respected by book stores, so 
the independent publishing part 
has not been much of a hindrance.” 

A longtime marketing executive 
and freelance writer, McPhail 
created a strategy that paralleled 
the large publishing houses. He 
formed a group of qualified readers 
to beta-test the manuscript, and 
made editing adjustments based 
upon their reactions. He developed 
a list of professional contacts from 
his years in the hospitality industry, 
his nonprofit board work, and his 
different university alumni groups. 
He generated articles in local 
newspapers and alumni magazines. 
And he backed those up with a 
book launch in San Francisco, 
followed by author events at Book 
Passage in Marin and Books Inc. in 
Palo Alto. You can see more about 
Don McPhail on his website, www.
donaldmcphail.com.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Cassie - Keep up the good work in 
puppy school and I will walk you.
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

FOUND: Girl Scout curbside cookies 
on church & ehrhorn after school. 
Drive up open most weekdays 4- 6
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

It’s raining again and my gutters are 
clogged. I miss you.
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

EXPERTISE

MOU N TA I N V I E W R E A L E S TAT E SPE C I A L I S T
DAW N T HOM A S  (65 0)  701  782 2   T E A M@ SI L IC ON VA L L E YA N DBE YON D.C OM

D OW N L OA D OU R AWA R D -W I N N I NG M A R K E T R E V I E W AT 2 015M A R K E T R E V I E W.C OM

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Betty - First comes love, then come 
marriage, then comes.. a lifetime
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Break a leg to cast and crew of Mary 
Poppins - March at MVCPA. 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
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Life’s Sweet... Give Yourself a Garden

MaderGreen

• Landscaping Consulting
• Garden Management
• Container Gardens

       650-857-0658
640 Mercy Street, Mountain View, CA 94041    •    www.MaderGreen.com

Susie Mader
Contractors Lic. #C-27 977335

susiemader@aol.com

Keeping Mountain View Safe:
Updates and Advice from the Mountain View Fire and Police Departments

by Lynn Brown by Sgt. Saul Jaeger

Keep in Touch with 
Mountain View’s Finest

Want to get the latest on the 
Mountain View Police Department? 

Read about it on Twitter @
MountainViewPD, our blog at http://
mountainviewpoliceblog.com/, or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
mountainviewpolicedepartment

Just want critical alerts and ad-
visories? Sign-up for Nixle via your 
smartphone by texting your Moun-
tain View zip code to 888777.

There is something about the 
winter months and curling up with 
a good book by the fireplace. But 
did you know that heating equip-
ment is one of the leading causes 
of home fire deaths? 

With a few simple safety tips 
and precautions you can prevent 
most heating fires from happening. 

Be warm and safe this winter!
 � Keep anything that can burn at 

least three feet away from heat-
ing equipment, like the furnace, 
fireplace, wood stove, or porta-
ble space heater.

 � Have a three-foot “kid-free 
zone” around open fires and 
space heaters.

 � Never use your oven to heat 
your home.

 � Have a qualified professional 
install stationary space heat-
ing equipment, water heaters, 
or central heating equipment 
according to the local codes.

 � Have heating equipment 
and chimneys cleaned and 

Heating Safety

inspected every year by a 
qualified professional.

 � Remember to turn off portable 
heaters when leaving the room 
or going to bed.

 � Always use the right kind of 
fuel—as specified by the man-
ufacturer—for fuel burning 
space heaters.

 � Make sure the fireplace has a 
sturdy screen to stop sparks 
from flying into the room. Ash-
es should be cool before put-
ting them in a metal container. 
Keep the container a safe dis-
tance away from your home.

 � Test smoke alarms monthly.
FACT

Half of all home heating fires 
are reported during the months of 
December, January, and February.

Are You Ready for Wet 
Weather Driving?
The rain is here and the Moun-

tain View Police Department would 
like to provide you with some quick 
tips to stay safe while driving in wet 
weather:

 � Slow down: Speed is a factor in 
almost every collision. Slowing 
down, even just a little, gives 
you more time to react to the 
unexpected. 

 � Leave room: “Tail-gating”—or 
more properly following too 
closely—is also an extremely 
common factor in collisions. 
Leave plenty of space between 

you and the car in front of you. 
 � Avoid driving through flooded 

areas/puddles
 � Wipers on?: That means head-

lights on. The more visible you 
can be the better—and it’s the 
law!
Properly working equipment is 

fundamental to safe driving in in-
clement weather. 

 � Tires: Proper tread depth is 
essential for traction in wet 
weather. 

 � Clean windshield: In and out to 
help glare reduction and prop-
er clearing by your wipers.

 � Windshield wipers: It’s a good 
idea to install new wiper blades 
before the rainy season. Check 
for broken or cracked rubber. 

 � Headlights: Ensure both are 
functioning correctly. If you 
have fog lights, learn when and 
how to use them.

 � Make sure your floor mats are 
not binding the pedals or they 
can slip.

Traffic safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. 
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Learning From a New Kind of Neighbor
by Katherine Forrest

     Old Mountain View 
General Store Closing 

Its Doors 
by Vanessa Merina

To sign up for neighborhood 
alerts by OMVNAtalk email:
 � Send a blank message (no 
subject or content needed) 
from your preferred email 
address to omvnatalk-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

 � You will get back an automated 
message from yahoogroups

 � Select option 2 ("Reply, Send") 
to confirm your request.

For more information about 
the OMVNAtalk list, please see 
http://www.omvna.org/omvna-
talk.html 
For newsletter delivery problems, 
send email to delivery@omvna.
org

The Mountain View Cohous-
ing Community, a new 19-condo-
minium “intentional community” 
on Calderon Avenue, has attracted 
attention from many people in Old 
Mountain View and even public of-
ficials from surrounding communi-
ties. We who live in MVCC have paid 
attention to acting as good neigh-
bors to all the people within MVCC.  

We are often asked by others 
how they can foster greater neigh-
borliness in their own neighbor-
hoods and communities without 
creating or joining a cohousing 
community. Based on our experi-
ences, here are some suggestions 
that any groups of folks living near 
each other can consider.

“Neighborly” means being 
friendly and helpful, especially to 
those who live near you. Having 
good neighbors—people you know 
who live near you—is valuable for 
people of all ages, from today’s 
young adults (the Millennials, those 
now between ages 18-34) to the 
Baby Boomers (now in their 50s and 
60s) and older adults.   

Consider some of the inter-
actions that might occur between 
people living nearby who know 
each other in person:

 + When you hang your new pic-
ture, I can hold it up for you so 
you can see exactly where you 
want to put it, and where the 
picture hangers should go.

 + There’s been a package outside 
your front door for a couple of 
days.  Are you OK?  Or, If the 
person is OK, but not in town: 
Do you want me to take the 
package in until you get back? 

 + I’m trapped in a big traffic jam 
and will be late getting home.  
Can I ask you to let my 7-year-
old stay at your house after 
school, until I get there?

 + Do you have a power drill I can 
borrow?

 + I have a spare bedroom.  Your 
relatives can sleep over here 
that weekend.

 + Do you happen to have a cou-
ple of eggs I can “borrow”?

 + I’ll take you to the urgent care 

center—you’re in no shape to 
drive at this point.

 + I can’t find my keys—do you 
still have that back-up key to 
my front door, so I can have a 
duplicate made? 
Neighborly interactions are 

different from having connections 
with people over the Internet, peo-
ple who do not live nearby, or peo-
ple you do not know personally and 
trust. They often involve sharing—
sharing knowledge and experienc-
es, as well as things. Suggestions:

 v Make a list, with addresses and 
contact info, of the people on your 
block or your floor of your apart-
ment building. This will make it 
easier to remember names.

 v Have occasional joint meals—
say a block party, or monthly 
potlucks—and / or a party of 
the neighbors to welcome a 
new household that recently 
moved in.

 v Take something to a new 
household who are just mov-
ing in: cookies, a paper map, 
and list of things they’ll proba-
bly need to know soon, like the 
nearest appliance store, phar-
macy, grocery, and / or a copy 
of your list of the neighbors on 
your block.

 v Let neighbors know if you have 
things to share, such as excess 
fruit that they can pick when 
it’s  in season, or a large collec-
tion of tools they can borrow

 v Offer to pick up something for 
them at the MV Farmers Mar-
ket, if you’re going.

 v Offer to water their plants 
while they’re away.

 v Offer to drive them to or from 
the airport or the train station.

 v If you have a front porch or pa-
tio, sit out there on nice days 
and make a point of saying a 
friendly hello to neighbors you 
see walking or biking by.
Mountain View Cohousing 

members have done all of these 
things and more to strengthen 
the ties within our own little “new 
old-fashioned neighborhood,” and 
find our lives are being enriched in 
the process.  

After three years of offering 
an array of fun and wearable Moun-
tain View art, the Mountain View 
General Store (MVGS) is closing its 
doors February 26. Tina Ambrogi, 
the store’s owner, says she’s re-
ceived tremendous support from 
the neighborhood, but it’s time to 
move on.

“It’s been a great experience,” 
says Tina, a resident for twenty 
years. She opened the shop to sup-
port local artists; to this day she’s 
never turned away a handmade 
product.

Over the years, Tina has col-
lected many great memories of the 
store. She recalls one, when a young 
boy came in and bought a piece of 
Bazooka bubble gum. Walking out, 
he said to his mom, “I just found 
my new favorite candy store!” A 
few days later he was back with his 
cousin, the two yelling as they ap-
proached, “It’s open! It’s open! This 
is gonna be so fun!”

There’s still time to experience 
some of that MVGS fun: Mountain 
View t-shirts, hats, hoodies and 
bumper stickers are on sale while 
supplies last.

Old Mountain View General 
Store is located at 705A West Dana 
Street, Mountain View, CA. Hours: 
M, Sun (closed), T-F (12-6pm), Sat 
(11am-5pm). www.themvgs.com/
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  Hawks and Raptors in the ‘Hood
by David Lewis
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One of my pet peeves is the 
unwillingness of the Mountain View 
City Council to take proactive steps 
to alleviate traffic and public safety 
problems.  The City could do a lot 
of things that wouldn’t require hir-
ing and paying additional police of-
ficers, a very expensive proposition 
in our area.  

These include:  
 Y Speed humps or other traffic 

calming measures on every 
residential street in Mountain 
View.

 Y Four-way stops at every in-
tersection not controlled by a 
light.

 Y Red-light cameras at every ma-
jor intersection.

We have a number of hawks 
you may see around Mountain View, 
or in your backyard, or at our local 
parks like Rancho San Antonio.   

The one you’re most likely to 
see in your backyard is the Coo-
per’s Hawk, a mid-sized hawk, 
1-1.5 pounds and 3-foot wingspan 
(crow-size), that feeds primarily on 
small birds (though it could take 
one of your chickens), and also on 
small mammals.  

This is the hawk that is likely 
to hang out near your bird feeder, 
looking for an easy meal.  A solu-
tion is to put your bird feeder near 
some cover–bushes or trees, to 
minimize the success of the hawk.  

You may also see an Amer-
ican Kestrel (the sparrow hawk), 
the smallest hawk, only 4 ounces, 
2-foot wingspan, that primarily 
feeds on small mammals such as 
mice and insects. It’s not likely to 
eat your sparrows.  

Beyond these, if you get out 
into more open country, you may 
see:

 Õ Red-Tailed Hawks, 1.5-4 
pounds and 4-5-foot wing-
span, that eat small mammals, 
reptiles, and smaller birds

 Õ Our local white-tailed kite, 0.5-
1 pound, 2-3-foot wingspan, 
that eats primarily rodents, 

 Y Speed cameras on every major 
thoroughfare and cut-through 
street.

 Y Better crosswalks at every pe-
destrian crossing... 
The city could also have high 

resolution video cameras every-
where throughout the Castro busi-
ness district, in our parking lots 
and garages, and at major intersec-
tions throughout the City, all tied 
by Wi-Fi or high speed Internet to a 
central facility.  

The police could easily have a 
good record of every incident that 
happens in Mountain View.  This is 
the land of high tech and comput-
ers and Internet. Why can’t the po-
lice and other public safety officials 
make good use of the technology 

that is out there and the technology 
that could be developed? 

Why can’t we make more effec-
tive use of our limited police man-
power, save money in the process, 
and make Mountain View a safer 
and more pleasant place in which 
to live?

 Õ And—especially if you frequent 
Rancho San Antonio—a golden 
eagle, 8-11 pounds, 6-9-foot  
wingspan, that eats jackrab-
bits as a steady diet, but is ca-
pable of killing fawns and wild 
turkeys.  
Golden eagles can reach 200 

mph in a dive, faster than any of 
our local fancy sports cars, and can 
glide at 120 mph.  

On occasion, you may also 
see a few other, rarer hawks in-
cluding the northern goshawk, 
the red-shouldered hawk, and the 
sharp-shinned hawk, but probably 
not in your backyard.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

LOST: my patience near train station 
and Evelyn
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Happy Valentine’s Day to my one 
true love (your unsecured wifi)
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Happy Valentine’s Day to a wonder-
ful group of neighbors!
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Knock knock. (Not the same without 
you)
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

And the stars look very different to-
day. 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Alyse, Patrice, and Nancy--love and 
kisses
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
To Iva, my one great love! – Robert 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
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Learning From a New Kind of Neighbor
by Katherine Forrest

     Old Mountain View 
General Store Closing 

Its Doors 
by Vanessa Merina

To sign up for neighborhood 
alerts by OMVNAtalk email:
 � Send a blank message (no 
subject or content needed) 
from your preferred email 
address to omvnatalk-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

 � You will get back an automated 
message from yahoogroups

 � Select option 2 ("Reply, Send") 
to confirm your request.

For more information about 
the OMVNAtalk list, please see 
http://www.omvna.org/omvna-
talk.html 
For newsletter delivery problems, 
send email to delivery@omvna.
org

The Mountain View Cohous-
ing Community, a new 19-condo-
minium “intentional community” 
on Calderon Avenue, has attracted 
attention from many people in Old 
Mountain View and even public of-
ficials from surrounding communi-
ties. We who live in MVCC have paid 
attention to acting as good neigh-
bors to all the people within MVCC.  

We are often asked by others 
how they can foster greater neigh-
borliness in their own neighbor-
hoods and communities without 
creating or joining a cohousing 
community. Based on our experi-
ences, here are some suggestions 
that any groups of folks living near 
each other can consider.

“Neighborly” means being 
friendly and helpful, especially to 
those who live near you. Having 
good neighbors—people you know 
who live near you—is valuable for 
people of all ages, from today’s 
young adults (the Millennials, those 
now between ages 18-34) to the 
Baby Boomers (now in their 50s and 
60s) and older adults.   

Consider some of the inter-
actions that might occur between 
people living nearby who know 
each other in person:

 + When you hang your new pic-
ture, I can hold it up for you so 
you can see exactly where you 
want to put it, and where the 
picture hangers should go.

 + There’s been a package outside 
your front door for a couple of 
days.  Are you OK?  Or, If the 
person is OK, but not in town: 
Do you want me to take the 
package in until you get back? 

 + I’m trapped in a big traffic jam 
and will be late getting home.  
Can I ask you to let my 7-year-
old stay at your house after 
school, until I get there?

 + Do you have a power drill I can 
borrow?

 + I have a spare bedroom.  Your 
relatives can sleep over here 
that weekend.

 + Do you happen to have a cou-
ple of eggs I can “borrow”?

 + I’ll take you to the urgent care 

center—you’re in no shape to 
drive at this point.

 + I can’t find my keys—do you 
still have that back-up key to 
my front door, so I can have a 
duplicate made? 
Neighborly interactions are 

different from having connections 
with people over the Internet, peo-
ple who do not live nearby, or peo-
ple you do not know personally and 
trust. They often involve sharing—
sharing knowledge and experienc-
es, as well as things. Suggestions:

 v Make a list, with addresses and 
contact info, of the people on your 
block or your floor of your apart-
ment building. This will make it 
easier to remember names.

 v Have occasional joint meals—
say a block party, or monthly 
potlucks—and / or a party of 
the neighbors to welcome a 
new household that recently 
moved in.

 v Take something to a new 
household who are just mov-
ing in: cookies, a paper map, 
and list of things they’ll proba-
bly need to know soon, like the 
nearest appliance store, phar-
macy, grocery, and / or a copy 
of your list of the neighbors on 
your block.

 v Let neighbors know if you have 
things to share, such as excess 
fruit that they can pick when 
it’s  in season, or a large collec-
tion of tools they can borrow

 v Offer to pick up something for 
them at the MV Farmers Mar-
ket, if you’re going.

 v Offer to water their plants 
while they’re away.

 v Offer to drive them to or from 
the airport or the train station.

 v If you have a front porch or pa-
tio, sit out there on nice days 
and make a point of saying a 
friendly hello to neighbors you 
see walking or biking by.
Mountain View Cohousing 

members have done all of these 
things and more to strengthen 
the ties within our own little “new 
old-fashioned neighborhood,” and 
find our lives are being enriched in 
the process.  

After three years of offering 
an array of fun and wearable Moun-
tain View art, the Mountain View 
General Store (MVGS) is closing its 
doors February 26. Tina Ambrogi, 
the store’s owner, says she’s re-
ceived tremendous support from 
the neighborhood, but it’s time to 
move on.

“It’s been a great experience,” 
says Tina, a resident for twenty 
years. She opened the shop to sup-
port local artists; to this day she’s 
never turned away a handmade 
product.

Over the years, Tina has col-
lected many great memories of the 
store. She recalls one, when a young 
boy came in and bought a piece of 
Bazooka bubble gum. Walking out, 
he said to his mom, “I just found 
my new favorite candy store!” A 
few days later he was back with his 
cousin, the two yelling as they ap-
proached, “It’s open! It’s open! This 
is gonna be so fun!”

There’s still time to experience 
some of that MVGS fun: Mountain 
View t-shirts, hats, hoodies and 
bumper stickers are on sale while 
supplies last.

Old Mountain View General 
Store is located at 705A West Dana 
Street, Mountain View, CA. Hours: 
M, Sun (closed), T-F (12-6pm), Sat 
(11am-5pm). www.themvgs.com/
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One of my pet peeves is the 
unwillingness of the Mountain View 
City Council to take proactive steps 
to alleviate traffic and public safety 
problems.  The City could do a lot 
of things that wouldn’t require hir-
ing and paying additional police of-
ficers, a very expensive proposition 
in our area.  

These include:  
 Y Speed humps or other traffic 

calming measures on every 
residential street in Mountain 
View.

 Y Four-way stops at every in-
tersection not controlled by a 
light.

 Y Red-light cameras at every ma-
jor intersection.

We have a number of hawks 
you may see around Mountain View, 
or in your backyard, or at our local 
parks like Rancho San Antonio.   

The one you’re most likely to 
see in your backyard is the Coo-
per’s Hawk, a mid-sized hawk, 
1-1.5 pounds and 3-foot wingspan 
(crow-size), that feeds primarily on 
small birds (though it could take 
one of your chickens), and also on 
small mammals.  

This is the hawk that is likely 
to hang out near your bird feeder, 
looking for an easy meal.  A solu-
tion is to put your bird feeder near 
some cover–bushes or trees, to 
minimize the success of the hawk.  

You may also see an Amer-
ican Kestrel (the sparrow hawk), 
the smallest hawk, only 4 ounces, 
2-foot wingspan, that primarily 
feeds on small mammals such as 
mice and insects. It’s not likely to 
eat your sparrows.  

Beyond these, if you get out 
into more open country, you may 
see:

 Õ Red-Tailed Hawks, 1.5-4 
pounds and 4-5-foot wing-
span, that eat small mammals, 
reptiles, and smaller birds

 Õ Our local white-tailed kite, 0.5-
1 pound, 2-3-foot wingspan, 
that eats primarily rodents, 

 Y Speed cameras on every major 
thoroughfare and cut-through 
street.

 Y Better crosswalks at every pe-
destrian crossing... 
The city could also have high 

resolution video cameras every-
where throughout the Castro busi-
ness district, in our parking lots 
and garages, and at major intersec-
tions throughout the City, all tied 
by Wi-Fi or high speed Internet to a 
central facility.  

The police could easily have a 
good record of every incident that 
happens in Mountain View.  This is 
the land of high tech and comput-
ers and Internet. Why can’t the po-
lice and other public safety officials 
make good use of the technology 

that is out there and the technology 
that could be developed? 

Why can’t we make more effec-
tive use of our limited police man-
power, save money in the process, 
and make Mountain View a safer 
and more pleasant place in which 
to live?

 Õ And—especially if you frequent 
Rancho San Antonio—a golden 
eagle, 8-11 pounds, 6-9-foot  
wingspan, that eats jackrab-
bits as a steady diet, but is ca-
pable of killing fawns and wild 
turkeys.  
Golden eagles can reach 200 

mph in a dive, faster than any of 
our local fancy sports cars, and can 
glide at 120 mph.  

On occasion, you may also 
see a few other, rarer hawks in-
cluding the northern goshawk, 
the red-shouldered hawk, and the 
sharp-shinned hawk, but probably 
not in your backyard.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

LOST: my patience near train station 
and Evelyn
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Happy Valentine’s Day to my one 
true love (your unsecured wifi)
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Happy Valentine’s Day to a wonder-
ful group of neighbors!
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Knock knock. (Not the same without 
you)
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

And the stars look very different to-
day. 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Alyse, Patrice, and Nancy--love and 
kisses
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
To Iva, my one great love! – Robert 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
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Immigrant House Update
by Marina Marinovich

Friends of Immigrant House 
went to the Santa Clara Board of 
Supervisors' Chambers on Novem-
ber 19, 2015 and met with Rey Ro-
driguez, the City of Mountain View 
Senior Project Manager, who then 
gave a presentation to the County 
of Santa Clara Historical Heritage 
Commission. 

The Friends’ goal was to re-
quest $50,000 of funding for the 
Immigrant House Restoration 
Project (City of Mountain View), 
which—if granted—would eliminate 
the funding deficit. The HHC was 
pleased that the City of Mountain 
View applied, as the city has never 
applied before. They unanimously 
voted to review the grant proposal. 

Later, the commissioners vis-
ited the Municipal Operations Cen-
ter, where Immigrant House sits to-
day, and the new park site at 771 N. 
Rengstorff for inspection. The vote 
was unanimous—the HHC approved 
the grant as eligible for funding. 
The next step is for the Santa Clara 

Board of Supervisors to approve the 
commissioners’ recommendation 
in February 2016. Great news!

We would like to thank our 
Mayor, Vice Mayor and Council 
Members who unanimously voted 
for the designation of Immigrant 
House as a historic structure. The 
Mountain View Parks and Recre-
ation Commission has recommend-
ed that the new park be named 
either Heritage Park or Immigrant 
Grove Park.

Don McPhail
continued from page  2

THE MILLIONAIRES CRUISE was 
launched early this year through a 
publishing house recommended by 
Book Passage in Corte Madera. “I 
can’t tell you how helpful they have 
been. Book Passage helped me to 
locate a publisher that is known 
and respected by book stores, so 
the independent publishing part 
has not been much of a hindrance.” 

A longtime marketing executive 
and freelance writer, McPhail 
created a strategy that paralleled 
the large publishing houses. He 
formed a group of qualified readers 
to beta-test the manuscript, and 
made editing adjustments based 
upon their reactions. He developed 
a list of professional contacts from 
his years in the hospitality industry, 
his nonprofit board work, and his 
different university alumni groups. 
He generated articles in local 
newspapers and alumni magazines. 
And he backed those up with a 
book launch in San Francisco, 
followed by author events at Book 
Passage in Marin and Books Inc. in 
Palo Alto. You can see more about 
Don McPhail on his website, www.
donaldmcphail.com.

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Cassie - Keep up the good work in 
puppy school and I will walk you.
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

FOUND: Girl Scout curbside cookies 
on church & ehrhorn after school. 
Drive up open most weekdays 4- 6
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

It’s raining again and my gutters are 
clogged. I miss you.
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

EXPERTISE

MOU N TA I N V I E W R E A L E S TAT E SPE C I A L I S T
DAW N T HOM A S  (65 0)  701  782 2   T E A M@ SI L IC ON VA L L E YA N DBE YON D.C OM

D OW N L OA D OU R AWA R D -W I N N I NG M A R K E T R E V I E W AT 2 015M A R K E T R E V I E W.C OM

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Betty - First comes love, then come 
marriage, then comes.. a lifetime
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Break a leg to cast and crew of Mary 
Poppins - March at MVCPA. 
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
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Life’s Sweet... Give Yourself a Garden

MaderGreen

• Landscaping Consulting
• Garden Management
• Container Gardens

       650-857-0658
640 Mercy Street, Mountain View, CA 94041    •    www.MaderGreen.com

Susie Mader
Contractors Lic. #C-27 977335

susiemader@aol.com

Keeping Mountain View Safe:
Updates and Advice from the Mountain View Fire and Police Departments

by Lynn Brown by Sgt. Saul Jaeger

Keep in Touch with 
Mountain View’s Finest

Want to get the latest on the 
Mountain View Police Department? 

Read about it on Twitter @
MountainViewPD, our blog at http://
mountainviewpoliceblog.com/, or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
mountainviewpolicedepartment

Just want critical alerts and ad-
visories? Sign-up for Nixle via your 
smartphone by texting your Moun-
tain View zip code to 888777.

There is something about the 
winter months and curling up with 
a good book by the fireplace. But 
did you know that heating equip-
ment is one of the leading causes 
of home fire deaths? 

With a few simple safety tips 
and precautions you can prevent 
most heating fires from happening. 

Be warm and safe this winter!
 � Keep anything that can burn at 

least three feet away from heat-
ing equipment, like the furnace, 
fireplace, wood stove, or porta-
ble space heater.

 � Have a three-foot “kid-free 
zone” around open fires and 
space heaters.

 � Never use your oven to heat 
your home.

 � Have a qualified professional 
install stationary space heat-
ing equipment, water heaters, 
or central heating equipment 
according to the local codes.

 � Have heating equipment 
and chimneys cleaned and 

Heating Safety

inspected every year by a 
qualified professional.

 � Remember to turn off portable 
heaters when leaving the room 
or going to bed.

 � Always use the right kind of 
fuel—as specified by the man-
ufacturer—for fuel burning 
space heaters.

 � Make sure the fireplace has a 
sturdy screen to stop sparks 
from flying into the room. Ash-
es should be cool before put-
ting them in a metal container. 
Keep the container a safe dis-
tance away from your home.

 � Test smoke alarms monthly.
FACT

Half of all home heating fires 
are reported during the months of 
December, January, and February.

Are You Ready for Wet 
Weather Driving?
The rain is here and the Moun-

tain View Police Department would 
like to provide you with some quick 
tips to stay safe while driving in wet 
weather:

 � Slow down: Speed is a factor in 
almost every collision. Slowing 
down, even just a little, gives 
you more time to react to the 
unexpected. 

 � Leave room: “Tail-gating”—or 
more properly following too 
closely—is also an extremely 
common factor in collisions. 
Leave plenty of space between 

you and the car in front of you. 
 � Avoid driving through flooded 

areas/puddles
 � Wipers on?: That means head-

lights on. The more visible you 
can be the better—and it’s the 
law!
Properly working equipment is 

fundamental to safe driving in in-
clement weather. 

 � Tires: Proper tread depth is 
essential for traction in wet 
weather. 

 � Clean windshield: In and out to 
help glare reduction and prop-
er clearing by your wipers.

 � Windshield wipers: It’s a good 
idea to install new wiper blades 
before the rainy season. Check 
for broken or cracked rubber. 

 � Headlights: Ensure both are 
functioning correctly. If you 
have fog lights, learn when and 
how to use them.

 � Make sure your floor mats are 
not binding the pedals or they 
can slip.

Traffic safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. 
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Old Mountain View Neighbor Profile: Author Don McPhail
by Susan Bickford

continued on page  6

Old Mountain View resident 
Don McPhail’s path to published 
author has had many twists and 
turns. He was born in Santiago, 
Chile and moved to Palo Alto when 
he was five. After graduating from 
high school, he attended Menlo 
College, and enlisted in the Navy. 
He qualified for the Naval Acade-
my at Annapolis, and attended for 
two years before transferring to 
San Francisco State. He then went 
to work for United Airlines. He is 
now retired after 40+ years in the 
travel and hospitality industries. He 
has been a Mountain View resident 
since 1995.

Published in 2015, THE MIL-
LIONAIRES CRUISE: SAILING TOWARD 
BLACK TUESDAY began as a modest 
family history and turned into a full-
fledged novel. “I wanted to chronicle 
the things I know about our family,” 
said McPhail, “so that my sons and 
nephews would know something 
about their heritage. My dad died 
when I was four, and my mom sel-
dom talked about her background.”

Their story is unique. McPhail’s 
father was from South Africa and 

his mother from South Dakota. 
They met in 1933, as crew mem-
bers on a 90-day Pacific sailing of 
Matson’s luxury ship, the SS Malo-
lo. He was a cruise director, and she 
was a ship’s nurse. Their courtship 
included ports of call like Yokoha-
ma, Shanghai, Sydney, Sumatra, 
Pago Pago, and Hawaii. 

In his research, McPhail learned 
that this was a familiar tour pattern 
for the Malolo. It had sailed the 
same itinerary several years earlier, 
in September of 1929, carrying an 
elite group. The 1929 sailing be-
came infamous for carrying some 

325 millionaires, most of whom 
lost their fortunes on October 29, 
“Black Tuesday,” when the stock 
market crashed while they were 
part-way into the cruise. 

McPhail briefly noted the 1929 
cruise in his family history. “I asked 
a good friend, a successful novelist 
named D.W. Buffa, to read the fam-
ily writeup. He liked my writing, but 
said that I should make it into a novel 
about the 1929 millionaires cruise. 
He felt that story was a natural, with 
drama, glamour and intrigue.”

That was in 2012, and McPhail 
suspended work on the family proj-
ect and dove into the novel. The 
process took two years of serious 
writing and editing, and then he 
looked for a publisher. “Most peo-
ple know what the Internet has done 
to publishing. After chasing agents 
for six months, and rarely receiving 
the courtesy of a response, I heard 
author Alan Furst tell KQED inter-
viewer Michael Krasny that a writer 
should find a way to publish his/her 
work, and not be afraid to publish 
independently. So that’s what I did.”
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‘Possums
continued from page  1

work, they go into a kind of shock 
and appear to play dead (“playing 
possum”) when really scared. 

Like any wild animal, if cor-
nered, they will try to defend them-
selves so it is best to keep pets as 
well as children away from them.  
Interestingly, opossums are the 
only North American marsupial, 
carrying their young in their pouch-
es until they are 2 or 3 months old.

As the Opossum Society points 
out, they don’t dig up your lawn, 
chew on wires, or create burrows 
the way some of our other backyard 
visitors do, but they may get blamed 
for things they haven’t done, like 
knocking over your garbage can, be-
cause they are so slow and easier to 
spot than some other critters. 

There are ways to discourage 
them from hanging out in your ter-
ritory, like not leaving out food and 
clearing away brush. Since they are 
nocturnal, they don’t like lighted 
areas at night. However, they are 
known to be great survivors and 
once they move into a neighborhood 
like Old Mountain View, they aren’t 
likely to move on as long as there 
is food, water, and shelter available. 

For now, my new neighbors are 
earning their keep clearing out the 
snails and slugs from my garden.

Restaurants
continued from page  1

scaled if you want to save time lat-
er, and note the sun and shade ar-
eas.

The Santa Clara Valley Water 
District (valleywater.org) has a good 
list of drought-tolerant plants. Or 
check Sunset publications. 

On to the next phase.
Option 1: Design from the 

outside in. The borders, which are 
no longer constrained, can be ap-
pealing areas for shrubs and low 
water perennials. You can use larg-
er native or Mediterranean plants. 
Plant starting in from the sidewalk 
and house and let them grow natu-
rally. Now you have space!

Option 2: Design from the 
inside out. Choose an area for 
an interesting focal point—some 
rocks, evergreens, or a few colorful 
shrubs. Go wild! 

A few more tips:
 � Make sure the plants you choose 

have similar sun and water 
needs. You want all the plants in 
the same irrigation zone. 

 � Use an attractive mulch—tree 
clippings, small mixed rocks, 
or mini bark chips—for the rest 
of the area with perhaps small-
er shrubs near the corners or 
walkways. 

 � Your landscape will have more 
impact with less green and 
more textural interest. 

 � You might want a grove of 
small trees—evergreen for pri-
vacy, deciduous for winter sun.
Finally, you’ll want to abandon 

your old leaky lawn spray irriga-
tion and put in a streamlined drip 
system: “smart” tubing with emit-
ters every 6-12 inches. Modify or 
replace the old valves. 

Consult with a professional if 
you are new to this. 

Following these guidelines 
you’ll save lots of water and the 
birds and the bees will love you!

Korean turnover: Compact neigh-
borhood favorite Totoro (841 Villa) 
is scheduled to close at the end of 
January, to be replaced by a new 
Korean restaurant, Song-Pa.

Coming soon, Part 1: Eureka  
http://www.eurekarestaurant-
group.com/eat.html  at 191 Castro 
is advertising a hiring fair February 
10-11. 

Coming soon, Part 2: Verde Tea 
Kitchen, a full-service restaurant 
related to Verde Tea Café nearby, 
will “soon” open, 210 Hope at Villa 
(formerly Spice Islands).

Coming soon, Part 3: Izzo is pend-
ing at 246 Castro (former Cijjo 
space), a development of San José’s 
Izzo (a Taiwanese and Asian-Fusion 
Restaurant).

Coming soon, Part 4: Pokēworks 
plans to open at 211 Castro: http://
www.pokeworks.com/

Lawns
continued from page  1

Plateau Building Group, Inc.

Building On A Higher Level

CONTACT JAY BROWN, OWNER

(650) 996-3437
www.PlateauBuildingGroup.com

Past winner of Mountain View 
Mayors Award for Best Remodel!

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELS
• Sustainable Building Designs
• Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF)  
building systems  

• Net Zero Energy homes
• Kitchen design
• Room additions & more

Contact us today for a consultation

Serving Mountain View and 
surrounding areas since 2005 

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

George - Every day I am so grateful 
for your love and support. S
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Two people with the same birthday. 
A match made in heaven - B
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Madison-->Bordeaux-->Mountain 
View. Thanks for a great 7 years, ETP
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Romeo, you are my valentine! Juliet
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤

Mervyn’s, the venerable café name 
restored last year to 236 Cas-
tro, dropped its food program, 
but its bars remain open: historic 
Mervyn’s Lounge in the rear, and 
in evenings, the new bar at the Cas-
tro-Street entrance.
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Mountain View 
Neighborhood Specialist

650.575.8300
 email: nancy@nancystuhr.com
 web: www.nancystuhr.com

Serving 
Mountain View 
For Over 
Twenty Years

When you think 
Real Estate

think Kim.

When you think 
Real Estate

think Kim.
1. Honesty1. Honesty

3. Professionalism3. Professionalism

2. Integrity2. Integrity

Kim Copher

650.917.7995  
kim.copher@cbnorcal.com

www.justcallkim.com
DRE #01423875
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       Planning a Lawn 
      Replacement?

by Susie Mader
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‘Possums in the ‘Hood
by Susanne Martinez

continued on page  7

When my flashlight first caught 
a very large, very pregnant opos-
sum sitting on top of our backyard 
fence, staring straight at me, I felt a 
wave of fear, called the dog to me, 
and ran for the back door. 

It was like a big flesh colored 
“thing” had invaded my turf. But even-
tually, she produced this cute little guy 
hiding underneath my lemon tree.

After a little research on opos-
sums—sometimes called pos-
sums—I discovered that these 
“guests” can serve a useful func-
tion. In fact, my strawberry patch 
has been free of snails and slugs 
since the family moved in.

According to the National Opos-
sum Society (yes, they have their 
own non-profit organization), opos-
sums eat insects, snails, worms, 
rats, mice, and carrion. They have 
been called nature's clean-up crew, 
working the night shift. Opossums 
may sometimes help themselves to 
berries and other fruit in your gar-
den, but usually after it has already 
fallen on the ground. 

Although rabies in opossums is 
reportedly very rare, they do harbor 
fleas and ticks which can carry vari-
ous viruses. The American Humane 
Society says that opossums are not 
generally aggressive, although their 
open-mouth, defensive hissing may 
make them appear that way. But it 
is usually a bluff and if it doesn’t 

Restaurant
Scene

by Max Hauser

continued on page  7

Farmers’ Market Open at CA & Bryant on SuperBowl Sunday, Feb 7, 9-12 

Ready to do something about 
your water-guzzling lawn? 

First, ask yourself: Do you re-
ally need to replace your lawn? 

Perhaps not. Could you live 
with a seasonal lawn? Many grass-
es look good in the winter and go 
quietly dormant in the summer, for 
a natural look. Add some seasonal 
bulbs and wildflowers to make a 
meadow.

But if the answer is yes—the 
lawn goes—how should you do 
this?

Among the several ways to 
eliminate a lawn, scalping is the 
fastest.  Rent a sod cutter and 
schedule a dumpster. You’ll need a 
small pickax too. Even better, hire 
someone with tools and a truck and 
save your back for the fun stuff.

Or: Mow your lawn as short as 
possible. Dig out any large weeds.  
Cover the area with clear plastic, 
run a hose underneath and when 
the sod is thoroughly soaked, re-
move the hose, pin down the plastic 
and cover it thickly with mulch. Ar-
bor Mulch (cut-up tree trimmings) 
or leaves are good.

Or: Mow, as above, then cov-
er the area carefully with cardboard 
and/or thick paper. Cover even 
more thickly with mulch and soak 
the area. Why? Because this will 
rot the roots! It works faster in hot 
weather, but can be done in winter 
too, more slowly.

Now: What next?
First decide how to use your 

new lawnless space. What plants 
and non-living materials will you 
need? Mulch, flagstones, decom-
posed granite? Make a sketch, 

continued on page  7

New breakfast option: Omelette 
House, a family-run catering 
firm that now operates the deli 
at Ava’s Downtown Market 
(340 Castro), added an extensive 
breakfast menu, all day. Printed 
menus look like something from 
a white-tablecloth fine-dining 
restaurant.  Photos and menu: 
http://www.omelettehouseatavas.
com/ I continue to be impressed 
by Omelette House’s hot lunch 
specials and classy sandwiches.

Rumble Fish opened late October 
at 357 Castro, a full-menu, rath-
er upscale independent Japanese 
restaurant. I’ve had two fine lunch-
es so far.

Little Sheep Mongolian Hotpot, a 
trendy restaurant group from Chi-
na serving meals you cook in sim-
mering broth pots, opened at 102 
Castro and was instantly crowd-
ed. I found lunch specials starting 
around $10 and strong competition 
for Shabuway, the established Jap-
anese hotpot (shabu-shabu) restau-
rant nearby at 180 Castro.

Mahalo Bowl has offered acai 
bowls and smoothies at 650 Castro 
since November, expanding from a 
food truck.

Serving Old Mountain View since 1986… 
With over 1,500 past sales, and more than 500 

being in Old Mountain View.

No one can offer you 
more knowledge, insight 
and service!

650.996.0123 | www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com | CalBRE# 00927794

The choice is clear:

Tori
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