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Last issue’s article profiled 
some new and unusual vendors at 
our neighborhood’s vibrant week-
ly Farmers’ Market (Sundays 9-1 at 
the train station). Here are some 
others that are longtime personal 
favorites. Usual booth locations be-
low refer to the Market’s two long 
aisles stretching east-west.

I’ve relied on Apricot King 
Orchards (apricotking.com) dried 
fruit and nuts for at least 15 years 
since discovering them at the Mar-
ket. This Hollister family business’s 
famed specialty is dried Blenheim 
slab apricots, intensely flavored 
and colored, not your typical dried 
‘cots. H. M. the “Cot Queen” Patti 
Gonzales herself often holds court, 
dispensing samples and sugges-
tions. South aisle, middle of west 
side.

Far West Fungi, farwestfungi.
com (south aisle, center-west), of 
Moss Landing offers common white 
and brown and many specialty 
mushrooms (such as shiitake, oys-
ter, nameko, eryngii). The specialty 
varieties are grown not in soil, but 
custom media based on rice bran, 
leaving them cleaner and easier to 
use than supermarket mushrooms.  
Wild species too can be special-or-
dered, in their seasons.

From origins “four generations 
ago in the Gouda region of Holland,” 
Oakdale Cheese makes Goudas, 
Cheddars, and quark near the cen-
ter of California, with flavored and 
aged variants and (of course) free 
samples. I find their good-value ba-
sic Gouda extremely versatile, on a 
cheese plate or melted into sauces 
or pastas. Just west of the Market’s 
central Evelyn entrance, south aisle.

San José fish smoker Coast-
side Farms (south aisle, cen-
ter-east) carries freshly smoked 
wild-caught Pacific-coast fish, ready 
to eat. Varieties include albacore, 

Please join the OMVNA Lead-
ership Team as we host our City 
Council Candidate Forum on Mon-
day, October 17, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Mountain View 
Public Library Community Room, 
585 Franklin Street.  

We will begin with a “meet and 
greet” session at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the formal question and 
answer session at 7:00 p.m.

Those attending will have the 
opportunity to submit questions on 
cards during the forum. Looking 
forward to seeing you there!

  Farmers’ Market:
More Profiles

by Max Hauser

Be sure to check out our “pull-
out” center section with City Coun-
cil and MVWSD candidate state-
ments. Bring that to one of the 
several City Council forums or use 
it to help make your decisions when 
you vote.

There is also a new Mountain 
View Library activity listing for Oc-
tober and November. We hope this 
will be an on-going feature to help 
boost attendance and awareness of 
programs at this excellent resource 
based in Old Mountain View.

Let us know if there are other 
features you would like to see.

October 10: Whisman area, 
7:00-9:00 PM, at the California Sta-
tion Clubhouse, east end of Pacific 
Drive, adjacent to Whisman Station 
light rail station. Pacific Drive can be 
accessed from North Whisman Drive.

October 24: Mountain View Se-
nior Center, Escuela Avenue, 1:00 
p.m.. The City of Mountain View Se-
nior Advisory Committee will host a 
public forum to discuss candidate 
platforms and issues concerning 
our senior population. 

Additional Forums

After last issue’s profile on 
Mrs. Lesslie, several long-time resi-
dents have shared wonderful mem-
ories about “old” Old Mountain 
View. While most are long gone, 
there are often vestiges of these 
past places. Here are a few we want 
to share with newer residents. 

Yorkshire Exchange: Moun-
tain View’s telephone numbers be-
gan with “Yorkshire.” As in: YO7-
2237 (967-2237).

The El Camino Tunnel: This 
pedestrian tunnel ran under El 
Camino by the elementary school 
(now gone) on the corner of Cal-
deron. I gather this was not always 
a very pleasant path but students 
used it as a welcome escape route 
from time to time.

Mancini Motors and car deal-
erships: There were a number of 
car dealerships on Castro Street, 
including the large property that is 
now Chase Bank that was occupied 
by Mancini Motors. Mr. Mancini 
somehow acquired the large globe 
from the 1939 World’s Fair in New 
York City and had it mounted on 
a pole outside the dealership. Al-
though the dealership was just out-
side OMV, Mr. Mancini also built the 
large art deco “Pontiac” house with 
all the palm trees on Church Street.

Foster’s Freeze 1942: Foster’s 
featured 6 hot dogs on a stick for 
$1.

Linda’s (Parisian Burger): To 
this day I have heard people rhap-
sodize about Linda’s Parisian burg-
ers. Sad to say long gone. 

Palm Plaza, Castro Street: The 
location of Kaiser Permanente to-
day was Palm Plaza and included a 
Lucky’s, a bakery, a men’s clothing 
store, and other enterprises.

Arrow Development: Located 
on Moffett Blvd, Plymouth Street, and 
Huff Avenue, Arrow made rides for 

continued on page 11
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Elvis Lives! An Exclusive OMVNA Interview
by Susan Bickford with Charlie Dupre

Husband and wife performers 
and Old Mountain View residents, 
Charlie Dupre and Rose Hill have 
been getting a lot of attention re-
cently. Not only did they land one 
of only 80 final auditions slots (out 
of 55,000 applicants) for America’s 
Got Talent, they have been profiled 
in the Mountain View Voice and 
been videoed for a potential spot 
on national TV. Be sure to take a 
look at their YouTube videos for 
AGT: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=h8CJcFFnnP0 .

There is no question that the 
combination of Charlie plus Rose 
is much more like 1+1=20, not 2! 
Rose was busy, so for this issue, we 
are doing a profile of Charlie and 
hope to catch up with Rose at a lat-
er time.

I met with Charlie on a perfor-
mance break during the Art and 
Wine Festival at Clarke’s, which has 
been on “the other side” of El Cami-

no for over 70 years.

Charlie was born in San Jose, 
the oldest of nine children. Like 
Rose Lesslie, his mother was Cro-
atian. His father was a Cajun and 
in the Merchant Marine. Like Mrs. 
Lesslie’s husband, Charlie also 
served in the Marines.

After his tour ended, he con-
tinued to serve in the reserves, and 
considered going into law enforce-
ment, which he studied for a while 
at the college level. However, he 
eventually decided on working for 
the Post Office. He was given three 
choices of where to work and he 
thought Mountain View sounded 
pleasant, so that was his number 
one pick. Sunnyvale was second. 
Their loss.

Charlie has lived in Old Moun-
tain View in several different lo-
cations for over thirty years and 
he has worked approximately the 
same postal route for all that time. 
Those lucky enough to have Charlie 
as their delivery carrier know he is 
polite, helpful, and reliable.

Charlie’s performing sideline 
evolved over many years. As a child 
he studied piano and played the 

trumpet, which give him a good 
musical background. Initially, he 
enjoyed getting dressed up and 
became a devoté of social dancing. 
He began collecting music. But his 
real ah ha moment came in 1995-
ish when a friend introduced him to 
Karaoke. 

The rest, as they say, is history. 

It took a while for Charlie to 
settle on Elvis. Initially, he focused 
on the Rat Pack, jazz, salsa, and 
Brazilian songs. Eventually, he de-
cided that early Elvis music really 
spoke to him. He started collecting 
outfits and learning more than 50 
early Elvis songs.

Starting about 10 years ago, he 
began performing locally and more 
publicly. The Voice ran a profile on 
him and people began to take no-
tice.

Charlie gives all the credit for 
his success with America’s Got Tal-
ent to Rose, whom he married five 
years ago.

As a mail carrier, Charlie has 
witnessed changes up close. He 
sees that it is getting impossible for 
many old neighbors to afford living 
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Life’s Sweet... Give Yourself a Garden

MaderGreen

• Landscaping Consulting
• Garden Management
• Container Gardens

       650-857-0658
640 Mercy Street, Mountain View, CA 94041    •    www.MaderGreen.com

Susie Mader
Contractors Lic. #C-27 977335

susiemader@aol.com

Keeping Mountain View Safe:
Updates and Advice from the Mountain View Fire and Police Departments

by Lynn Brown by Katie Nelson

Keep in Touch with 
Mountain View’s Finest

Want to get the latest on the 
Mountain View Police Department? 

Read about it on Twitter @
MountainViewPD, our blog at http://
mountainviewpoliceblog.com/, or 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
mountainviewpolicedepartment

Just want critical alerts and ad-
visories? Sign-up for Nixle via your 
smartphone by texting your Moun-
tain View zip code to 888777.

Car Fire Safety
Changing Seasons 

Brings Safety 
Challenges

Cars can catch fire for many 
reasons. Mechanical or electrical is-
sues are the most common cause. A 
car can also catch fire as the result 
of a bad crash. If you see smoke or 
flames or smell burning rubber or 
plastic, respond immediately. 

What to do if your car is on fire

�� Pull over as quickly as it is safe 
to do so, and be sure to use 
your signal as you make your 
way to a safe location off the 
road such as a breakdown lane 
or rest stop.

�� Once you have stopped TURN 
OFF the engine.

�� Get everyone out of the car. 
Never return to a burning car 
for anything.

�� Move everyone at least 100 feet 
from the car and well away from 
traffic.

�� Call 911.

How to prevent a car fire 

�� Have your car serviced regularly 
by a professionally trained me-
chanic. If you spot leaks, your 
car is not running properly, get 
it checked. A well-maintained 

car is less likely to have a fire.

�� If you must transport gasoline, 
transport only a small amount 
in a certified gas can that is 
sealed. Keep a window open for 
ventilation.

�� Gas cans and propane cylinders 
should never be transported in 
the passenger compartment.

�� Never park a car where flamma-
bles, such as grass, are touch-
ing the catalytic converter.

�� Drive safely to avoid an acci-
dent.

Know the danger signs 

�� Cracked or loose wiring or elec-
trical problems, including a fuse 
that blows more than once.

�� Oil or fluid leaks.

�� Oil cap not on securely.

�� Rapid changes in fuel or fluid 
level, or engine temperature.

FACT

Most crashes do NOT result in 
fire. In the event of any crash, call 
9-1-1. If there is no sign of fire, wait 
for emergency assistance to help any 
injured individuals out of the car.

It’s almost time to catch that 
extra hour of sleep! Daylight Sav-
ings is Sunday, Nov. 6, and with 
the time change, we just wanted to 
remind you of a few safety tips in 
addition to celebrating that we all 
get to sleep a little longer.  

When Daylight Savings comes 
to an end, that means nighttime 
comes a little sooner. 

Please remember to drive care-
fully as drivers may have decreased 
visibility. 

The same goes for pedestrians 
—don’t take that chance of cross-
ing the road at the last second! Wait 
for the light to change and for the 
walking signal to come on. 

In your home, check or replace 
any batteries in your smoke and car-
bon monoxide alarms. Make sure 
they are working before you decide 
to use fireplaces, portable heaters 
or furnaces for the first time!

To help combat the cold, make 
a winter emergency kit for your car, 

which can include a blanket, flash-
light, batteries, water, jumper ca-
bles and gloves. 

Finally, check to make sure 
your fire extinguisher is still in 
good working order. 

If the needle on the gauge of 
extinguisher is green, chances are 
the extinguisher is still good. If it’s 
in the red, you might have to re-
place your extinguisher!
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Welcome Back: The Fourth Annual German 
Holiday Market Returns  

by Birthe Landerer

OMVNA Annual 
Meeting

Have you always wanted to 
experience the holidays in Europe? 
Miss the holiday traditions of your 
European homeland? Simply want 
to enjoy good food and beverages 
or shop for unique, handmade 
items?

Then come to the German 
International School of Silicon 
Valley’s German Holiday Market 
(Weihnachtsmarkt) on Saturday, 
December 10, 2016, 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m., at City Hall Plaza, 500 Castro 
St., Mountain View. The German 
Holiday Market recreates the 
festive and inviting atmosphere of 
the open-air winter markets found 
in villages throughout Austria, 
Germany, and Switzerland. 

The annual Holiday Market 
offers warm hospitality and 
gastronomical delights, including 
Glühwein (warm mulled wine) and 
Kinderpunsch (warm cider), Würste 
(sausages), Bier (beer), Bretzln 
(pretzels), Stollen (cake with candied 
fruit and dusted with powdered 
sugar), Lebkuchen (gingerbread) 
and Gebrannte Mandeln (toasted 
candied almonds). 

German, European, and local 
artisans and merchants will offer 
unique gifts, including an array of 
handcrafted ornaments, jewelry, 
clothing, artwork, sweets and toys. 
Attractions for the whole family 
include amusement games and 
activities, a petting zoo, a choo-
choo train, face painting and more. 
Enjoy live entertainment, including 
orchestral and choral performances 
of holiday favorites. And practice 
speaking German: Noch einen 
Glühwein, bitte! (Another warm 
mulled wine, please!) 

Admission is free and everyone 
is invited to visit this unique village 
market. Proceeds from the event 
benefit the German International 
School of Silicon Valley, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit, bilingual school that 

NaNoWriMo

Working on the next Great 
American Novel, and need a space 
to work? 

The Mountain View Library is 
going to be a NaNoWriMo (National 
Novel Writing Month) location in 
November.  

The dates are Tuesday, 
November 1st and Tuesday, 
November 29th from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. in the Community Room. 

Join other writers who are 
participating in NaNoWriMo at this 
drop-in session. Free wifi and plenty 
of outlet plugs will be available. 
More info: https://goo.gl/kSLcfL

Yoga  

We are beginning a midday 
yoga class on the first and third 
Tuesdays starting in October. The 
class will be from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
in the Community Room on the 
following days: 

Oct. 4
Oct. 18 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 15

Voting Forum  

The League of Women Voters 
of Los Altos/Mountain View is 
sponsoring a forum on Monday, 
October 24: https://goo.gl/kq7nSi 

Join us from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. for 
a neutral explanation of the California 
propositions for the November 8 
election presented by the League of 
Women Voters of Los Altos-Mountain 
View. Pros and the cons of each ballot 
measure will be given to help voters 
better understand them.

inspires students from preschool 
through high school to become 
global citizens. GISSV offers 
a stimulating and challenging 
curriculum in English and German 
on campuses in Mountain View, 
Berkeley and San Francisco. GISSV’s 
programs culminate in U.S. and 
German diplomas, preparing 
its graduates for worldwide 
opportunities. For more information 
about GISSV, go to http://www.
gissv.org

For more info about 
the German Holiday Market, 
go to www.facebook.com/
GermanHolidayMarket or contact 
us at holidaymarket@gissv.org

The OMVNA General Meeting 
and Elections are scheduled for 
Monday, December 12 at 7:30 - 9:00 
p.m. in the Multipurpose Room of 
Edith Landels Elementary School, 115 
W. Dana Street.

The OMVNA Nominating Com-
mittee has provided the following 
slate of candidates for the 2017 
Old Mountain View Neighborhood 
Steering Committee election.

Residents may also be nominat-
ed from the floor at the General Meet-
ing when the elections are held. 

Steering Committee:   
Chair: David Lewis 
Vice Chair: Robert Cox 
Secretary: Max Hauser 
Treasurer: Larry Rush 
Community Liaison: Jamil Shaikh 
Newsletter: Susan Bickford 
At Large: Larry Rosenberg & Lor-
raine Wormald   

Subcommittee Chairs:   
CERT: Aaron Grossman  
Historic Preservation: Mary Kay Ma-
rinovich 
Parking: Julie Lovins & Robert Cox 

Mountain View Free Library 1905
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• Mountain View resident for 17 years.

• Parks and Recreation Commissioner since 2009 including two years as Chair.

• Co-founded Great Streets Mountain View, a 
non-profit that advocated for safety 
improvements in front of   Graham School.

• Served on School District Facility and Tax 
Oversight Committees.

• Earned MBA from UC Berkeley while working 
full-time in high-tech middle management.

for Mountain View City Council

www.thidacornes.com

As your City Council member, I will: 

• Build a 21st century transportation system.

• Preserve the character, diversity, and 
community spirit of Mountain View as 
we evolve. 

• Increase housing options for all.

• Advance environmental sustainability.

Paid for by Thida Cornes for City Council 2016 FPPC#1378273

We asked each candidate for Mountain View City 
Council and the Mountain View Whisman School 
District Board (MVWSD) to tell us in 150 words or 
less:

“Why are you running for office?”
Their answers follow in this pullout section.
To mix things up a bit, we are presenting the 

statements in reverse alphabetical order, first the 
City Council candidates, followed by the MVWSD 
candidates.

We encourage you to take these to city debates, 
and hope they help with your voting decisions.
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Greg Coladonato 
City Council

This morning, I visited my 
daughter’s and son’s elementary 
classes to answer questions about 
the upcoming election. When they 
asked what made a good city coun-
cil member, I told them: the same 
things that made them good stu-
dents and citizens.

First, being curious and think-
ing for oneself. Being on City Coun-
cil requires learning about land 
use, budgets, transit and many 
other complex topics. My curiosity 
led me to degrees in Physics and 
Computer Science from Cornell, an 
MBA from Wharton, and still moti-
vates me daily.

Second, playing nicely with 
others. Kids are taught to respect 
and not interrupt one another. 
In my two years on the Mountain 
View Whisman School Board, I have 
often advocated for the same val-
ues. I would aim to bring a colle-
gial spirit to the City Council.

Third, striving to make the 
world, starting with Mountain View, 
a better place. This is my aspiration. 

www.electgreg.org

Lisa Matichak 
City Council

I am running for City Council 
because I care deeply about Moun-
tain View and I’m passionate about 
having each neighborhood be a 
great place to live.  I want to help 
residents have their voices heard 
when it comes to what matters 
most to them.  I want to address 
the challenges we face and help 
make our quality of life better.

My top priorities are: Hous-
ing – I will advocate for addition-
al housing in key locations, con-
venient local retail centers, and 
developments that are positive 
additions to our city. Traffic decon-
gestion – I will champion expan-
sion of the free community shuttle, 
more aggressive transportation 
programs from major employers, 
and exploration of additional op-
tions for transit as an alternative to 
driving. Environment – I will cham-
pion higher levels of sustainability 
in new buildings, expanded use of 
recycled water, higher tree canopy 
coverage, and more effective pub-
lic transportation.

I would be honored to have 
your vote.

Chris Clark 
City Council

I’m running for re-election to 
continue the progress we’ve made 
over the last four years. I served as 
Mountain View’s Mayor in 2014, 
Vice Mayor in 2013, and have spent 
my last four years on the city coun-
cil building consensus to imple-
ment solutions to some of the city’s 
toughest problems. 

I’ve experienced the struggles 
our city faced coming out of the 
2008 recession as well as the chal-
lenges posed by unprecedented 
growth over the last few years. I feel 
my leadership during that time as 
well as my background and expe-
rience qualify me to serve another 
term.

Over the next four years, I will 
implement the plans we’ve devel-
oped to address housing affordabil-
ity, growth, and traffic congestion. 
I also represent Mountain View on 
several regional boards and com-
missions and will work with our 
neighbors to address these chal-
lenges.

I respectfully request your 
vote, and you can learn more at 
www.ElectChrisClark.com.

Thida Cornes 
City Council

I’m running to preserve the 
diversity, character, and commu-
nity spirit of Mountain View as we 
evolve. 

I moved here 17 years ago for 
our high tech and socio-econom-
ic and cultural diversity. We have 
self-driving cars, yet our road design 
dates from the 1960s. I co-founded 
Great Streets Mountain View to cre-
ate safe accessible streets for all. 
I’m running to build a 21st century 
transportation system. 

When my son was three, he fell 
ten feet through a play structure. 
He was unhurt, but I felt the Parks & 
Recreation Commission (PRC) need-
ed more parents. 

I’ve served on PRC for almost 
eight years. I’m running to advance 
environmental sustainability. I’ve 
volunteered in our PTAs and served 
on several different school district 
committees. I’m most proud we 
worked together to create perma-
nent facilities for special needs kids 
at no additional cost to the district. 

I will bring win-win solutions to 
City Council.

www.thidacornes.com

John McAlister 
City Council

My roots are in this city, I have 
lived here for 59 years, attended 
local schools, and am raising a 
family here. 

I have coached Little League, 
YMCA Basketball, served on Huff 
PTA and school site council. As the 
owner of the local Baskin Robbins, 
I have sponsored fundraisers for 
local schools and other local orga-
nizations. 

I have gotten to know the 
people and the social institutions, 
throughout my time as Mayor, 
Councilmember, and planning 
commissioner, and have seen the 
synergy that has given this city 
its character, charm, and compas-
sion. I share the same values of my 
neighbors. With all the economic 
and social issues, pulling the city 
in multiple directions, I am con-
cerned that we may lose sight of 
what makes Mountain View a great 
city.

I am running to protect and 
enhance these values. I would ap-
preciate your vote.

www.JohnMcAlister.org 

Lucas Ramirez 
City Council

I am running to help address 
two intractable problems facing 
the city: severe traffic congestion 
and the crisis in housing afford-
ability. Residents and commuters 
alike spend countless hours stuck 
in gridlock. Skyrocketing housing 
costs are displacing teachers and 
working families, threatening the 
health of the community. New de-
velopment must adhere to “smart 
growth” principles to encour-
age use of transit and alternative 
modes of transportation. 

Residents should have am-
ple opportunity to provide input 
on crucial issues. I will work to 
increase the confidence and trust 
of the public in government by en-
suring that residents have timely 
access to information. As the cur-
rent chair of the Human Relations 
Commission, a member of the VTA 
Citizens Watchdog Committee, and 
a longtime observer of the Moun-
tain View City Council on behalf of 
the League of Women Voters, I am 
prepared to take on each of these 
issues. 

https://www.ramirezforcouncil.com
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José Gutiérrez, Jr 
MVWSD

I was appointed to serve on the 
MVWSD board last year.  

I value teamwork, inclusion, 
and pro-active change, and know 
working for the best interests of all 
students, faculty and staff is essen-
tial to the well-being of a learning 
community.  

I advocate early childhood ed-
ucation and providing meaningful 
enrichment for all of our 21st cen-
tury learners. 

Highlights of my tenure on the 
board include: approving a time line 
for construction projects across all 
of our schools, issuance of all our 
bonds resulting in savings to tax-
payers of $2 million, approval of a 
new method of advancing English 
language learners, and creation 
of our “Strategic Plan 2021” which 
helps us monitor student needs 
and district success. 

Learn more at www.
joseforschoolboard2016.com.

Margaret Abe Koga 
City Council

I love Mountain View, where 
my husband and I have been able to 
purchase a home, raise two daugh-
ters, care for my aging parents and 
be civically engaged. I’ve been dedi-
cated to giving back to this commu-
nity as a  school volunteer,  board 
member of non-profits and OMVNA, 
County School Board Trustee, City 
Councilmember and Mayor.

Accomplishments on the Coun-
cil include: strong budget with AAA 
credit rating,  General Plan Update, 
Environmental Sustainability Action 
Plan including Community Choice En-
ergy,  innovative strategies to address 
housing and transportation, public 
safety improvements, new parks, and 
a higher minimum wage.  As Mayor in 
2009, I led the City out of the deep re-
cession. I represented Mountain View 
on regional boards and built relation-
ships across city borders.

Despite the improved economy, 
challenges remain.  Our current coun-
cil is relatively new on experience. I be-
lieve I have the historic knowledge, ex-
perience and proven leadership skills 
to help steer the City through the chal-
lenges ahead.  www.mak4council.com

Peter Darrah 
MVWSD

I’m running for School Board 
to tackle the challenges facing our 
schools.

I’ve lived in Old Mountain 
View since 2002. My kids attended 
Landels and Graham and now at-
tend Mountain View High. 

My wife teaches first grade at 
Landels. I’ve served on a variety 
of MVWSD boards and committees 
over the last 10 years.

My goals are to make everyone 
in Mountain View proud of their 
neighborhood school, ensure every 
student is taught to their poten-
tial, and manage our dollars wisely. 
Thanks. 

www.darrah.org

Laura Blakely 
MVWSD

My family moved to OMV in 
2002, just as my older son finished 
his kindergarten year at Landels El-
ementary.  

Since then, I have devoted hun-
dreds of volunteer hours to support-
ing our schools—I chaired MVWSD’s 
successful 2008 parcel tax cam-
paign, served as president of the 
Mountain View Educational Founda-
tion and participated on the “Share 
Shoreline” team that advocated with 
the Shoreline Regional Park Commu-
nity to share $60+ million in tax rev-
enues with our school districts over 
a 13-year period.  

My top goals now are:  

1) recentering focus on stu-
dents and student achievement to 
close the achievement gap, chal-
lenge all students, and support 
teachers in their teaching; 

2) restoring trust, profession-
alism, collaboration and respect on 
the Board and facilitating open com-
munication among staff, teachers, 
parents and community members; 
and 

3) ensuring financial stability 
by spending funding prudently to 
prioritize student learning and by 
securing passage of a replacement 
parcel tax initiative.  

lauraforschoolboard.net

Tamara Wilson 
MVWSD

I’m a parent, scientist, educator, 
and community advocate with a 1st 
grader in District. I bring extensive 
knowledge of research techniques, 
academic instruction, learner-cen-
tered teaching methods, community 
building, budgeting, and program 
development and monitoring. I’m a 
professional research scientist and 
author with expertise in future sce-
narios based on historical trends, 
analyzing large-scale datasets, and 
rendering informed scientific judg-
ment. I am a former teacher of uni-
versity level classes, tutor for stu-
dents with learning disadvantages, 
and reading volunteer at Castro Ele-
mentary School. I currently serve on 
the Parcel Tax Oversight Committee 
and the Student Attendance Area 
Task Force. I support implementa-
tion of project-based learning and 
STEAM curriculum at all schools, 
closing the achievement gap by in-
volving established community and 
cultural leaders, walkable neigh-
borhood schools as community fo-
cal points, and smaller class sizes 
to improve student learning. Let’s 
bring unity and effectiveness back 
to MVWSD. I would be honored by 
your vote. 

wilson4schools.org

Kacey Carpenter 
City Council

Our community is at an in-
flection point, please join me, Ken 
“Kacey” Carpenter, candidate for 
City Council to address the severe 
growth imbalance that is threaten-
ing our community.

For the past 25 years, I have 
worked and raised my family in 
Mountain View.  As a parent, vol-
unteer in our schools, sports, and 
scouts, global technology leader 
working with smart communities 
around the world, and Bernie Sand-
ers volunteer and delegate, my goal 
is to give back to this community.

My credentials include my 
role living in our community as a 
parent, volunteer, and passionate 
advocate for our community. And, 
my experience and expertise lead-
ing initiatives at Cisco working with 
government organizations around 
the world to share best practices 
provides a unique perspective to 
contribute on the important issues.

•	 Affordable Housing and Rent 
Stabilization 

•	 Smart and Sustainable Growth 
•	 Environment and Open Space
•	 Open and Responsive Government 

Let’s build our community together! 
www.carpenter4mountainview.com
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I love our neighborhood, and I love Mountain View. 
Through the years, I’ve served the city I love as a 
school volunteer, County School Board Trustee, 
OMVNA leader, boardmember of nonprofits, your 
City Councilmember and Mayor. As Mayor, I led this 

city out of the deep recession of 2008, and worked collaboratively to make 
Mountain View a prosperous and highly desirable place to live, work, learn 
and pland play. 

I seek to once again serve as your councilmember to:

 Ensure fiscal responsibility 
 Maintain comprehensive human services and public safety 
 Promote sustainable and sensible growth that benefits everyone 
 Make city government more accessible and accountable

On November 8th, Vote #2 on the Ballot!

Lisa Matichak
Mountain View City Council

Vote For

www.LisaForCouncil.com

#7 on the ballot

Mountain View Elected O�cials: 
Nick Galiotto, Laura Macias, Matt Pear, Jac Siegel 
 Former Mayors and City Councilmembers 
Christopher Chiang 
 Former Trustee, Mountain View Whisman School District 
Sanjay Dave, Joe Mitchner 
 Trustees, Mountain View Los Altos High School District

Endorsement Highlights

Organizations and Local Businesses: 
Mountain View Professional Fire�ghters 
Sierra Club 
Steve Rasmussen, Milk Pail Market
Old Mountain View Residents:
Carter Coleman, Robert Cox - Environmental Planning Commission and 
OMVNA Vice Chair, Nick & Rebecca Galiotto, Julia Ha, Deb Keller, Shirley 
Kwong, Margaret & Paul Lansky, Carol Lewis, David Lewis - OMVNA Chair, 
Roberto Miller, Jim Neal - Human Relations Commission, Annette Nielsen 
- OMVNA Parking Subcommittee, Shadow Nielsen, Adrienne Rush, Larry 
Rush - OMVNA Treasurer, Jamil Shaikh - Downtown Committee, Jerry 
Steach, Nancy Stuhr

“Good For Your 
Neighborhood”
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A Family Affair: Dog Fostering
by Shannon Madison

Opinions expressed here-
in are not official positions of 
the OMVNA Steering Committee 
or its members unless otherwise 
stated. 

Contact the newsletter team 
at: editorOMVNA@yahoo.com

Submissions for our Febru-
ary 2017 issue are due by January 
17, 2017.

To sign up for neighbor-
hood alerts by OMVNAtalk email:
�� Send a blank message (no 
subject or content needed) 
from your preferred email 
address to omvnatalk-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

�� You will get back an automated 
message from yahoogroups

�� Select option 2 ("Reply, Send") 
to confirm your request.
For more information about the 

OMVNAtalk list, please see http://
www.omvna.org/omvnatalk.html 

For newsletter delivery problems 
or to volunteer to help, send email 
to delivery@omvna.org

Hidden Treasure
  by Susanne Martinez

Many of our Old Mountain 
View houses have been here for a 
long  time and home to many fami-
lies.  Ever wondered who they were? 
My house was built in 1920 and has 
been expanded and remodeled re-
peatedly over the decades.  

A few years ago during an annu-
al visit to our cellar and crawl space 
to check for leaks, I stood at the back 
wall and looked up at the ceiling.  On 
one of the cross beams, I spotted the 
edge of an old mason jar, covered 
with cobwebs. 

When I pulled the jar down, I 
could see it contained an envelope 
filled with something green—money. 
The envelope was postmarked July 8, 
1942 and contained several hundred 
dollars in small denominations. The 
bills were silver certificates not seen 
much in circulation these days.  After 
researching whether these silver cer-
tificates were worth more than their 
face value (they aren’t), I decided I 
had to figure out who put them there 
and why?  

A visit to the Mountain View Li-
brary’s historical collection led me 
to some old city directories and the 
name of the man living in my house 
in 1942. Then, using ancestry.com, I 
found that he was listed on the Cali-
fornia Death Index as dying in 1943.  

When the 1940 census was re-
leased to the public a few years ago, 
I confirmed that the same family was 
living in my house in 1940. Interest-
ingly, the city directories show his 
widow continued to live in the house 
for several years after his death. Ap-
parently, he died without telling her 
about his basement “stash”.  

What is amazing is that the ma-
son jar had stayed hidden for nearly 
70 years, through countless remod-
els and expansions, even a small fire 
in an old furnace in the basement.

Workers had put telephone 
wires and cables through the cellar, 
the house had new copper plumb-
ing installed, and a modern electrical 
system replacing the old knob and 
tube. 

Through all these renovations, 
the mason jar, covered with spider 
webs, remained untouched. What 
other interesting things are hidden 
behind these walls?

I can’t remember a time in my 
life when we didn’t have a pet. They 
have been, and always will be, an 
extremely important part of my life. 
My current pet, a Portuguese Water 
Dog named Isabella, is an eight 
year old perpetual puppy. 

My husband, who was not 
raised with the endless menagerie 
of my childhood, steadfastly refus-
es to take more than one animal 
into our home. Which is why foster-
ing became a perfect solution for 
our family.

I first heard about Doggie 
Protective Services (http://www.
dpsrescue.org) through a posting 
on our neighborhood’s NextDoor 
site. The message was an urgent 
call for foster homes needed for 22 
Shih-Tzus rescued from a breeder. 
When my son glanced over my 
shoulder at the email he begged 
me to sign up to foster.

The foster volunteer registra-
tion process, while not onerous, 
was not instant. We completed the 
application with information about 
our family, home environment, and 
dog experience and waited for our 
phone interview with the DPS res-
cue organization. One thing that 
worked in our favor was the fact 
that we were not at all interested 
in adopting. While there is a path 
to adoption if you really fall in love 
with your foster, the DPS rescue 
generally prefers families who can 
continue to foster new dogs over 
a long period of time. For us, the 
prospect of having just a week or 
two with a cuddly mutt was perfect. 

Once we were approved, we 
were added to the DPS foster email 
list. The foster coordinator sends 
out emails prior to events asking 
who’d like to foster, either over-
night or week-long, during/after 
their next event weekend. DPS ar-
ranges to have foster families pick 
up at the Palo Alto Pet Food Ex-
press. They provide the collar (with 
a DPS dog tag attached), leash, and 
food. They have crates available, 
but you can also bring your own.

Our first foster was Robin 
(his father, who was also rescued, 
was Batman). Robin was an ador-
able Yorkie mix puppy, about six 
months old. As with many foster 
dogs, he was not well socialized 
and was very shy at first. My son 
took full responsibility for Robin, 
giving him a bath, taking him for 
walks, and cleaning up the inevita-
ble few accidents as Robin got used 
to our house. I have never seen my 
12 year old take on responsibility 
so readily and without complaint!

We’ve learned a few things with 
subsequent fosters. Many come 
from poor environments where they 
were not well cared for. Most have 
not been properly trained or social-
ized with other animals or humans. 
When taking in a new dog, we are 
very careful about introducing 
them to our easygoing Portuguese 
Water Dog and make sure that we 
don’t allow any aggressive behav-
ior. My son takes the fosters out 
for frequent walks to avoid having 
to clean up accidents, and heaps on 
praise and treats for accomplishing 
the task in the appropriate loca-
tions. We keep the fosters in their 
crate when we aren’t at home and 
at night, which is more comforting 
for new dogs in strange places. 

Our experience with the Dog-
gie Protective Services rescue has 
been rewarding in ways I hadn’t ex-
pected. Every new pup has its own 
personality and challenges, and it’s 
always so wonderful to know that 
we’ve helped them find their forev-
er home. If you’re interested in be-
coming a foster volunteer yourself, 
please check out DPS on their web-
site at http://www.dpsrescue.org


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Pet Fostering First Steps
by Susan Bickford

EXPERTISE

MOU N TA I N V I E W R E A L E S TAT E SPE C I A L I S T
DAW N T HOM A S  (65 0)  701  782 2   T E A M@ SI L IC ON VA L L E YA N DBE YON D.C OM

D OW N L OA D OU R AWA R D -W I N N I NG M A R K E T R E V I E W AT 2 015M A R K E T R E V I E W.C OM

Even if you are not in the market 
for a long term commitment to a cat 
or a dog, fostering an animal is a 
great way to help the community by 
aiding some of our most vulnerable 
“citizens” and paving the way for 
happy outcomes for both animals 
and eventual owners.

In her companion article, Shannon 
Madison provides a personal, inside 
look at her family’s experience.

Local animal shelters have 
limited resources to help dogs and 
cats that are stressed or fearful. 
Some animals may be injured or 
recovering from an illness. Very 
young kittens and puppies may 
be too young or underweight to 
be placed for adoption. And of 
course, all pets need to be properly 
socialized for life in a household.

Fostering can be time-
consuming and is not always easy. 
It is often very hard to say goodbye. 
However, fostering can be a very 
rewarding experience as well.

For details on requirements 
and steps to foster pets, contact 
the Humane Society of Silicon 
Valley, (408) 262-2133, www.hssv.
org, or one of our local pet services 
organizations. 

St. Joseph’s Project Updates & Contacts
by David Lewis

Construction on the St. 
Joseph’s project, 599 Castro Street 
and 582 Hope Street will begin at 
the end of September.  

If there are problems with 
the construction activities you can 
report them to:

�� Noah Temple, Devcon 
Construction Superintendent  
(408) 835-1745

�� Tina Couchee, Devcon 

Chair: 	 David Lewis
Vice-Chair: 	 Robert Cox
Treasurer: 	 Larry Rush
Secretary: 	 Max Hauser
At-Large: 	 Larry Rosenberg
At-Large: 	 Lorraine Wormald
Newsletter: 	 Susan Bickford
Community  
Liaison: 	     Jamil Shaikh

Subcommittee Chairs
CERT: 	 Aaron Grossman
Historical 
Preservation: 	 Marina Marinovich
Residential Parking: 	 Robert Cox, 

Julie Lovins
Advertising: 	 Kristin Bailey
Next Meeting:  	December 12, 2016

OMVNA Steering 
Committee

Thank you Ice Cream 
Social Volunteers

Many thanks to all who helped 
make this year’s Ice Cream Social a 
great success: performers, volunteer 
groups, city employees, the Key 
Club and generous neighbors.

Thanks to Charles Dupre (Elvis) 
and Rose who provided music, 
laughter, hula lessons for the children 
and were wonderful. Twinkie Dee Star 
twisted great fun balloons, the MV Fire 
Department had great truck show and 
tell, plus Baskin Robbins Ice Cream!

Raffle prizes were generously 
provided by:  Cognition Cyclery, 
Gelato Classico, Morocco’s Restaurant, 
Mountain View Farmer’s Market, Peet’s 
Coffee, Ristorante Don Giovanni, and 
Giovanna’s Fine Jewelry. 

Construction Project Manager  
(408) 964-5625

�� Mountain View Building 
Inspection Division  (650) 903-
6313

�� Mountain View Police Department 
(problems outside of business 
hours)  (650) 903-6395

We recommend contacting 
the Devcon folks first if there is a 
problem.
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Traces of Old Mountain View
continued from page  1

Farmers’ Market
continued from page  1

Plateau Building Group, Inc.

Building On A Higher Level

CONTACT JAY BROWN, OWNER

(650) 996-3437
www.PlateauBuildingGroup.com

Past winner of Mountain View 
Mayors Award for Best Remodel!

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELS
• Sustainable Building Designs
• Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF)  
building systems  

• Net Zero Energy homes
• Kitchen design
• Room additions & more

Contact us today for a consultation

Serving Mountain View and 
surrounding areas since 2005 Pet Play Today

Your trusted source for 
dog walking and cat sitting!

At Pet Play Today our goal is to make your pet feel as cared for and safe as if 
you were at home.  References can be found at www.petplaytoday.com

Call or text (650) 830-0205 or email anne@petplaytoday.com

trout, and especially, salmon (both 
firm-smoked and lox), with flavor 
options like cracked pepper or dill.  
Tasting samples freely offered.

The Market’s east end hous-
es a perpendicular line of booths I 
consider dangerous, because you 
can spend serious money there. In-
cluding (going south to north):

OFS Food of Fremont for fro-
zen dim sum and other Chinese 
specialties. Especially, ready-to-
cook frozen dumplings filled with 
savory combinations of meats, veg-
etables, or fish (many varieties).  
The several dumpling types I’ve 
tried were of fine quality, similar to 
local restaurant products. Go early 
for best selection.

Gregory at G Service quietly 
purveys hams and other preserved 
meats of various European (but 
mainly Italian) styles, including Mo-
linari salami products. 

Far more than fresh noodles, 
gnocchi, etc. are available at Santa 
Cruz Pasta Factory. Rob, the long-
time representative, also brings 
a changing cornucopia of sauces 
and frozen main courses, many of 
which I’ve enjoyed. Standout: But-
ternut-squash canneloni casserole, 
from the fresh squash, in Fall and 
Winter (its season just started).

Fabrique Délices (fabriquedelices.
com) is a Hayward charcutier, making 
meat specialties and sausages in 
the French folk-cooking tradition. 
Like duck-and-pork galantine with 
pistachios, or the specialty ingredients 
to make your own authentic cassoulet 
or potée. Two extremely helpful native 
French speakers have alternated 
staffing this Market booth since 2005 
(these days it’s usually Agnès). Custom 
orders can be picked up there, or even 
delivered to you via the firm’s service 
arm frenchery.com .

Disneyland, including the Matterhorn. 

Mountain View Register 
Leader: Before we had the Mountain 
View Voice, we had a daily paper, 
the Mountain View Register Leader.

Hal’s and the 5¢ and 10¢ (Five 
and Dime): The little strip mall at 
the corner of Calderon and Church 
was the first of its kind in Mountain 
View. Hal’s occupied the space now 
housing the Sav Mor Store, and the 
Five and Dime became El Calderon 
restaurant, now the Yam Leaf Bistro.

Drive-ins: There were a num-
ber of drive-in movies. Monte Vista 
Drive-in at Bently Square is often 
mentioned as a favorite.

Spivey’s: Spivey’s was a gas 
station in front of what is now Wal-
greens.

The Wagon Wheel: Walker’s 
Wagon Wheel only disappeared 
from the scene fairly recently. Also 
a bit outside OMV.

Many people also remember 
Castro Street as dead quiet. One 
former resident commented that 
she used to roller skate down Cas-
tro since there was no traffic.

Share your memories with us. 
We will include short pieces on by-
gone days as space allows.

If you are interested in more 
about Old Old Mountain View, you 
can check out www.facebook.com/
remembermountainview. 

Elvis
continued from page  2

in OMV or even any place close. He 
also sees many people who live in 
RVs and their cars, even though 
they are not usually his customers.

These days, Charlie contin-
ues his work at the Post Office and 
looks forward to focusing more and 
more on his performance career, 
which nourishes him in many ways 
he had never expected. 

Charlie’s motto is: The cream 
rises to the top. People really do get 
discovered by doing what they love.
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