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Chillin’ with the Neighbors!
by Joan Thunderbuilt

This year’s OMVNA Ice Cream Social was a tremendous success, thanks to 
all of you! On Saturday, August 24, from 1-3pm, 439 neighbors joined us—256 
adults and 183 kids—to celebrate and enjoy some sweet treats. We even had 
two of our local firemen stop by to say hello!

With 583 tickets distributed, we scooped a whopping 543 servings of 
Baskin Robbins ice cream, keeping everyone cool on a warm afternoon. The 
event was packed with fun activities, including face painting, Boy Scout water 
rockets, and engaging Girl Scout booths. A special shoutout goes to KiwiCo 
for bringing their energy and generosity to make the event even more excit-
ing.

Missed Out on Neighborhood Swag?
If you didn’t get a chance to buy neighborhood swag, don’t worry! You can 

still grab a tote bag, key chain, or t-shirt by emailing social@omvna.org. For 
more details, check out our website at omvna.org.

Thank you for being part of this fantastic event and for making it one to 
remember. We look forward to seeing you at the next one! •

Restaurant Scene 
by Max Hauser

216 Castro’s Quality Bourbons 
& Barbecue or QBB (BBQ spelled 
backwards, not by chance), which 
opened September 2017, cele-
brated its last day September 25 
(thanks to Mark Flider for the tip).  
QBB’s managing partner John 
Andino, whom I first met when 
he helped open Scratch in 2010, 
told me a new restaurant tenant 
plans to move in, offering Chinese 
hand-pulled noodles.  John’s part-
ners operate other establishments 
currently in Palo Alto.

Downtown MV’s location for the 
popular Nick the Greek chain (298 
Castro), remodeled this year after a 
long dormancy in the pandemic’s 
wake, looked “ready to open” at the 
time of our August Newsletter.  It 
looked even more ready -- but still 
not quite open -- when I checked in 
late September.

Another almost-open new 
restaurant is Sulbing Cafe at 975 
W. Dana, which passed health 
inspection in June but still sported 
covered-up windows at my recent 
check.  In Korea, Sulbing is a chain 
focused on bingsu (milk-based 
shaved-ice desserts).

The former Bushido site, 156 
Castro, still has papered-up win-
dows, and I don’t find any recent 
connected business news in a quick 
online search.  But something’s in 
the works there. •

OMVNA Annual Meeting
 

Join us for the Annual General Meeting  
and Elections 

Monday, December 2, 2024
7:30-9:00 PM

This will be a Zoom meeting. To register go to:
https://tinyurl.com/omvna-annual-meeting 

Or go to omvna.org
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OMVNA Quarterly Newsletter
What’s Up

Update on New Development in  
Old Mountain View
by Robert Cox

Every two years, OMVNA holds a city council candidate forum to introduce 
our neighborhood and others to those running for city council.  In addition to 
opening and closing statements from the candidates, the forum includes several 
general questions selected by the OMVNA leadership and grab questions, posed 
by the public at large. 

The grab bag questions often range from soft pitch questions like “What is 
your favorite piece of public art in Mountain View?” to questions on challenging 
issues like “How will artificial intelligence change the future of Mountain View?” 
One eye-popping question from the grab bag this year was “How high is too 
high next to a single-family home?” 

 This question raises one of the most controversial issues over the last decade, 
not only in Mountain View, but in California as a whole. Those hungry for 
housing have clashed with neighbors whose life savings are tied up in their 
homes, and face loss of privacy, decline in their property values, and the loss of 
sunlight powering their solar panels.  

It is not surprising that when this question came up at the forum, candidate 
Devon Conley said, “It’s a good question and a real challenge,” adding, “This 
neighborhood is very aware of the Castro Commons project, which is looking 
at eight stories, and I am a little concerned that eight stories might be too high 
there.” She concluded with “I’d like to look at the step backs, how the design 
is done and learn more about it. At the end of the day it’s about the design, 
though, rather than height and numbers.” 

The Castro Commons project proposal, shown below, is an eight-story 
proposed residential project that will tower above single-family homes in 
the adjacent neighborhood. It is being brought forth under the state density 
bonus law, which allows any residential project which includes 20% affordable 
housing to have major concessions against zoning on heights and setbacks. 
When it was brought to Mountain View’s Design Review Committee this 
summer, architects on the committee asked for significant design change. 
But under the density bonus law, it is unclear whether these changes can be 
required of the developer. What is clear is that neighbors of the project will be 
watching carefully how the project is evaluated when it comes to council. •

Safety Tips

Have Fun 
and Stay 
Safe on Halloween
by Robert Maitland

Halloween is a fun and spooky 
time of year for kids. Make trick-or-
treating safe for your little monsters 
with a few easy safety tips.

•	 When choosing a costume, stay 
away from long trailing fabric. 
If your child is wearing a mask, 
make sure the eyeholes are large 
enough so they can see out.

•	 Provide children with flashlights to 
carry for lighting or glow sticks as 
part of their costumes.

•	 Dried flowers, cornstalks and 
crepe paper catch fire easily. Keep 
all decorations away from open 
flames and other heat sources like 
light bulbs and heaters.

•	 Use a battery-operated candle or 
glow stick in jack-o-lanterns. Make 
sure children are watched at all 
times when candles are lit.

•	 If your children are going to Hal-
loween parties at others’ homes, 
have them look for ways out of the 
house and plan how they would 
get out in an emergency. 

•	 Remember to keep exits clear of 
decorations with nothing blocking 
escape routes.

•	 Make sure all smoke alarms in the 
home are working.

•	 Tell children to stay away from 
open flames including jack-o-lan-
terns with candles in them. Be sure 
they know how to stop, drop and 
roll if their clothing catches fire. •
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Find current events at www.omvna.org

The U.S. population is now nearly static, with growth under 0.5% annually, 
driven by immigration, and a decline is likely soon. California, including the 
Bay Area and Santa Clara County, has been losing population for years, with 
tech companies cutting jobs by the tens of thousands. Yet, development plans 
for more offices and apartments continue, fueled by the belief that growth 
equals success. Few consider that improvement, such as higher profit margins, 
happier workers, or better living conditions, could be more valuable than mere 
expansion.

Mountain View faces unique challenges due to limited land and transpor-
tation options. Any population growth would require increasing density, but 
adding more people without more roads or feasible transit solutions is unsus-
tainable. Public parking is expensive, and improving transportation systems 
like subways or dedicated bus lanes is virtually impossible. More residents also 
strain schools, water, and electricity, which are already at capacity with high 
costs and restrictions.

An alternative to growth is maintaining or reducing the population, while 
improving quality of life by upgrading housing, making it more affordable, and 
enhancing public spaces. A more walkable, green, and vibrant city with a mix 
of amenities could replace the focus on more development, fewer traffic issues, 
and less strain on resources. Developers might make less money, but would 
that be so bad?

Opinions on Growth 

Less is More or Why Growth?
by David Lewis

Health Update

Where Has 
COVID-19 Gone?
David Lewis,  
SCC Neighborhood Covid Ambassador 

The answer is it hasn’t; it’s still 
with us, but the citizenry grown 
increasingly oblivious to the warn-
ings, and the local governments 
grown  tired of trying to convince 
the citizenry of the dangers. 

In the US, 2.3% of deaths are 
now from COVID. People are still 
dying from COVID, but COVID is 
now lumped in with all the other 
diseases, respiratory and others we 
need to worry about. 

Fortunately, the federal govern-
ment has just announced a new 
program to distribute free COVID 
test kits via the US Post Office (4 per 
household), so a limited number of 
free test kits are available again.

Vaccinations are free for some 
folks but not all. The best advice here 
is to keep up with your vaccinations, 
especially if you have pre-existing 
health conditions or are older.  

Get the latest COVID shot as soon 
as it is available. You can also, if 
you’re inclined, wear masks in 
crowded indoor situations, and be 
alert for the symptoms of COVID, 
which unfortunately can change 
with new COVID variants. 

CDC website for latest symptoms:
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/

signs-symptoms/index.html •

Old MV Updates

Staying Informed on Downtown 
by Jamil Shaikh, Community Laison

To help residents, business owners, and visitors stay informed about ongo-
ing, current, and future Downtown initiatives and projects, the City of Moun-
tain View produces a monthly newsletter called the Downtown Digest. The 
September 2024 issue is now available and includes updates on: Vacancies in 
the Downtown; Recap of the Art and Wine Festival; El Camino Real Construc-
tion Updates; and more!

 To sign up to receive the Downtown Digest in your email, or to read it on-
line, visit the newly updated MountainView.gov/Downtown •
	

Expanded version on omvna.org

Hundreds of homes sold

OVER 400 UNITS
MANAGED
Serving Mountain View for over 40 years!

ActionProperties.com

Convenient Downtown Location at 268 Castro Street

650.967.8700

DRE #01877646
People You Trust. Service You DeservePeople You Trust. Service You Deserve
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Silicon Valley Environment

Balancing “Green”  
and “Affordable” at SVCE
by Bruce Karney 

Your home’s electric bill comes from PG&E, but the electricity itself is 
provided by Silicon Valley Clean Energy. About 1/3 of your bill covers SVCE’s 
cost of generating electricity and the remainder covers T&D — PG&E’s cost 
of “transmitting and delivering” it. T&D is the part of our bills that has been 
increasing rapidly the last few years.   

SVCE began delivering 100% carbon-free electricity to Mountain View and 
other communities when it was founded in 2017. As a new entity, it did not yet 
have any generating assets of its own, so it signed short-term contracts to buy 
inexpensive hydropower from the Northwest as well as wind and solar power. It 
also began to sign long-term contracts for newly constructed renewable energy 
from those sources, plus geothermal power and battery storage. 

Recently, demand for renewable electricity has risen more rapidly than 
available supply, resulting in higher asking prices. SVCE’s Board has since 
made the difficult decision to allow SVCE to temporarily reduce the amount of 
carbon-free power in its mix due to these supply constraints. 

SVCE projects that its power mix will be between 80-90% carbon-free for 
2024 and 2025. This change is due to limited supply; if there were available 
resources to purchase they would come at a very high price, estimated to be 
around $20-$40 million, and not result in greenhouse gas reductions. 

SVCE charges 4% less for generation than PG&E and has collectively saved 
$117 million for its customers since 2017. Unfortunately, there’s nothing SVCE 
can do about the high T&D charges other than advocate for state policies that 
would put downward pressure on rates. 

Within a few years, SVCE expects that new RE projects it has contracted for 
will come online and it will once again be able to provide 100% of its electricity 
from clean sources. •

Life Balance

Picking up the Post
by Elisabeth Seaman  

I like to get a copy of each day’s 
issue of the Daily Post, more for the 
crossword puzzle than for the news, 
which is sometimes also puzzling. 

Sadly, at the boxes where I tend to 
pick it up, all the copies are usually 
gone by early or mid-afternoon. 

The weekend edition comes out on 
Saturday and I didn’t get a copy one 
Saturday. The next day – Sunday - on 
my way home after church, it oc-
curred to me to stop by the newspa-
per box that’s closest to my home. 

My common sense told me that 
was a ridiculous idea, since it was 
well past Saturday mid-afternoon. 

However, the thought persisted to 
such an extent, that I almost felt the 
car’s steering wheel turn right, in the 
direction of the newspaper box. 

My head still thought “silly!” but I’ll 
humor this idea and go there. Well, 
as you may have guessed by now, I 
found the Post—not only was there 
one copy—but a bunch of them! 

A lesson learned: don’t be afraid to 
think outside the box. And listen to 
your inner gyroscope.! •

                   
OLD MOUNTAIN VIEW REAL

ESTATE TEAM

650-800-1980

DowntownMounta inV iew .com

OldMounta inV iew .com

Michael Galli 
DRE#: 01852633

hello@galliteam.com

#1 
Re ly  on  your

ne ighborhood

exper ts !
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Find us on twitter @omvna

I lived in Old Mountain View 
during several of my eight years on 
the city council and understand OM-
VNA’s priorities.

During my tenure, I earned a reputa-
tion as a pragmatic consensus builder 
who gets things done. We opened new 
parks, balanced our budgets, more 
than doubled our affordable housing 
supply, and protected small businesses 
during the pandemic.

We need a healthy level of continuity 
as several longtime council members 
depart over the next few years. I’m a 
proven leader who will hit the ground 
running and prioritize our residents, 
neighborhoods, small businesses, and 
public safety. 

I’m endorsed by Congresswoman 
Anna Eshoo, Joe Simitian, our firefight-
ers, police officers, Town Crier, and local 
leaders across the political spectrum. 
They know I work hard and value 
sound policymaking over politics.

I humbly request your vote to 
maintain a healthy level of conti-
nuity as we welcome new leaders 
and move forward together. www.
ElectChrisClark.com •

City Council

Chris Clark

I am running for city council because 
I believe family-friendly city planning 
benefits not just families, but all of 
Mountain View. I love serving on our 
public school board, but each day I see 
where the needs of our children extend 
beyond the classroom and are tied to 
city policy.

I’ve lived in Mountain View 
for eighteen years. I taught and 
volunteered in our public schools, 
served on the parks and recreation 
commission, and was elected to the 
school board in 2018.

I’ve spent the last twenty two 
years working with families at the 
intersection of education and city 
policy. I earned my BA in Architecture 
from Yale, my Master of City Planning 
at Berkeley and a MA in Education at 
Stanford. 

With my unique perspective as a 
school board member and parent, 
my expertise in city planning, and 
my experience getting policies 
implemented, I hope to earn your vote.

www.devonconley.com •

City Council

Devon  
Conely 

We asked each candidate to tell us in 150 words or less: 
“What would you like to tell residents of Old Mountain View about why you are running for office?”

SPECIAL Mountain View Election Issue Pullout 2024

What does the Mountain View 
of tomorrow look like? To me it’s a 
place to call home, with safe neigh-
borhoods centered around beautiful 
parks, economic opportunity, and 
lifelong friendships. 

I’ll bring fresh ideas and fiscal pru-
dence to the City Council from Day 1.

We must tackle the high cost of 
living by making it less costly for 
homeowners to upgrade while keep-
ing reasonable renter protections. We 
can fight inequality with housing for 
vulnerable populations, including 
senior citizens and disabled people. 

Let’s eliminate red tape for small 
businesses to succeed and make it easi-
er for childcare providers to open here. 

Fighting climate change requires 
bold leadership. Transportation pro-
duces 60% of our carbon emissions. 
We need to prioritize new EV char-
gers and install smart traffic signals. 
Critically, our roads, bike lanes and 
sidewalks need to be better main-
tained. 

 I look forward to meeting you. 
Learn more at  
https://www.nicholas4mv.com •

City Council

Nicholas  
Hargis 



OMVNA Quarterly Newsletter

6

I believe in the power of 
government to improve lives. I first 
got involved in local government 
to help young people get elected, 
and through that work, I became 
passionate about solving the housing 
crisis. When a vacancy opened on the 
city council last year, I stepped up 
with strong community support and 
was honored to be appointed. Since 
then, my colleagues and I passed a 
certified housing element, created an 
economic vitality strategy, opened 
new parks, and funded workforce 
development programs.

I’m running to continue working 
on housing affordability, preparing 
for climate change, and encouraging 
civic engagement. Mountain View is 
home—whether you’ve lived here for 
generations or just arrived. As the 
daughter of Filipino immigrants, I’m 
proud to be in a city where anyone 
can make a difference, and I’m 
committed to that work.

Please reach out if you have 
questions or comments. My website 
is emilyannramos.com •

City Council

Emily Ann 
Ramos

I’m Erik Poicon, and I’m running for 
Mountain View City Council. Raised 
by a single mother of four who taught 
me that everything in life is achiev-
able, I understand the struggles of 
housing and food insecurity firsthand. 
My mother’s resilience and compas-
sion inspired my dedication to build-
ing a more inclusive community.

In Mountain View, I’ve led efforts to 
ensure our most vulnerable residents 
were counted in the 2020 Census, 
coordinated the COVID-19 Positive 
Relief Team with the Community 
Services Agency, and now serve on 
the Human Relations Commission. 
These experiences have shown me 
the real impacts of policy decisions 
on residents.

My campaign is grounded in com-
passionate leadership, with a focus 
on creating a public safety model 
that meets diverse needs, revitalizing 
small business corridors, and plan-
ning for housing-rich, transit-oriented 
neighborhoods. With your support, 
I’ll bring my lived experience and 
dedication to ensure Mountain View 
thrives for all residents. •

City Council

Erik Poicon

As the only business owner 
running for City Council, I bring 
a pragmatic, proven leadership 
approach to addressing the 
challenges our community faces. My 
experience as a former Mayor and 
Councilmember in Mountain View 
has equipped me with the knowledge 
and skills to lead from day one. I 
am committed to creating diverse 
housing options, improving public 
transportation, and enhancing our 
city’s infrastructure in a sustainable 
and environmentally responsible 
way. My goal is to ensure that 
Mountain View remains a vibrant, 
green community for all residents, 
both now and in the future.

Visit my campaign website at 
jmac4mv.org •

City Council

John  
McAlister 

City Council Candidates                   To watch our Candidates Forum, go to omvna.org

Registration deadlines
In person during early voting: Oct 7 - Nov 4
In-person at voting location on Election 

Day: Nov 5
Voting deadlines

Return ballot by mail (postmarked by) : Nov 5
Return ballot in person : Nov 5 by 8:00 p.m. 
California sends ballots to actively 

registered voters : Oct 7 - Oct 26
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Hello, OMVNA! I’m a 25-year resident 
of Mountain View. I’ve gained city ex-
perience through being on the Human 
Relations Commission and the Environ-
mental Sustainability Task Force.

I’ve been on the board of several non-
profits, including CSA, CHAC, and our 
local history association, am a mediator 
for the City, and founded Appetite for 
Good during the pandemic, supporting 
local businesses, while feeding our 
families.

I’ll work hard to build an inclusive, 
connected Mountain View, together 
with you! I care about creating a sus-
tainable future, economic vitality, and 
strengthening community, including 
supporting wonderful neighborhoods 
like yours.

I’m endorsed by four former Moun-
tain View mayors, the Democratic 
Party, Sierra Club, League of Conser-
vation Voters, 350.org, Democratic 
Activist Women for Now, Mountain 
View Housing Justice, CADEM Renters 
Council, and the Los Altos Town Crier, 
which says “Sylvester has done her 
homework, paid her dues…she’s smart 
and focused.”

www.idarosesylvester.com •

City Council

IdaRose 
Sylvester

Mountain View is my home. I 
raised my children here and have 
been involved with numerous neigh-
borhood, school, and community 
groups over the last forty years. I 
have served nine years on EPC and 
eight years as a City Council mem-
ber including two terms as Mayor. 
I have enjoyed using my technical 
expertise and problem-solving skills 
to champion climate resilience and 
smart planning for housing. I’m the 
only engineer running or on Council. 
I’m proud of the contributions I have 
made to developing good programs 
and policies for our city, but there is 
much more to be done and I want to 
continue that work. 

I am endorsed by a range of elected 
officials, neighbors and organizations 
including Anna Eshoo, Joe Simitian, 
Josh Becker, Sierra Club, The Town 
Crier, Mountain View Housing Jus-
tice, Santa Clara County Democrats 
and South Bay Labor Council.  •

City Council

Pat  
Showalter 

School District Candidates

Hello, I’m Christine Case-Lo, asking 
for your vote to serve as a Trustee of 
the Mountain View Whisman School 
Board. I’ve had children in the District 
for sixteen years, and in that time 
I’ve become an advocate for special 
education, as well as an active volunteer 
in PTA, Project Cornerstone, Girl Scouts 
and more. I love our District and the 
amazing students, families, teachers and 
staff that make our schools wonderful 
places - and I want to make them even 
better for every student. My priorities 
are Inclusion - making the classroom 
work for every student and that teachers 
have the support to make that happen, 
Mental Health - supporting students 
to become resilient learners who can 
self-advocate, Civility - re-establishing 
respectful relationships within the 
District, with the City, and with the 
community at large, Listening - making 
sure that all members of the community 
are heard, and finding Pragmatic 
Solutions - working with others to get 
things done in common-sense ways. •

MVWSD

Christine 
Case-Lo 
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MVWSD

Charles 
DiFazio 

I am running for the Mountain 
View Whisman School Board be-
cause I believe a strong education 
is the key to a successful future and 
should be available to all children. As 
a substitute teacher with eight years 
of experience and a parent volunteer 
for twelve years in our district, I have 
a deep understanding of the chang-
ing needs and struggles faced by both 
students and educators. I would like 
to help the district mitigate these 
challenges by collaborating with ad-
ministrators, teachers, parents, and 
the community at large. I will work 
tirelessly to ensure that the Mountain 
View Whisman School District con-
tinues to prioritize students’ needs 
and prepare our children for a bright 
future.

To learn more, please visit my web-
site: www.ErinForMVWSD.com •

MVWSD

Erin 
Davis-Hung 

I’m running for the Mountain View 
Whisman School Board to help every 
student achieve their full potential, 
rebuild trust with our community 
partners, and ensure an effective, 
stable school board.

My daughters attend Vargas El-
ementary and Crittenden Middle, 
where our family has been active 
volunteers for events like math and 
science nights, walkathons, and Safe 
Routes to School walk audits. Before 
Vargas opened, my daughter attended 
Landels Elementary, where I served 
on the School Site Council.

We have a diverse community, with 
a wide range of challenges and oppor-
tunities. Every student has challenges 
in some dimension, and I believe we 
can build a district that lifts everyone 
up by giving each child the support 
they need. When they’re supported, 
kids can come to school, feel safe, 
and focus on learning. We can do this 
together, through clear goal-setting, 
data-driven decision making, and 
transparent communications with 
parents, teachers, and the community

https://votedifazio.com/ •

As a dedicated parent of two stu-
dents within the Mountain View Whis-
man School District, one in regular ed-
ucation and one with special needs, I 
am committed to ensuring every child 
receives the best possible education. 
My priorities include putting students 
and teachers first, ensuring they have 
the resources and support they need 
to thrive, rather than prioritizing 
administrative overhead. I am a strong 
advocate for fiscal responsibility and 
accountability within the administra-
tion, ensuring that our funds are used 
efficiently and effectively.

I believe in transparent governance 
and will account for and vote in 
accordance with the opinions of our 
constituents, ensuring that the com-
munity’s voice is heard in all board 
decisions. Additionally, I am dedicated 
to fostering open and positive relation-
ships within our community and with 
local government. If necessary, I will 
advocate for new leadership at the 
superintendent level to ensure our dis-
trict’s success. Together, we can build 
a brighter future for our children. •

MVWSD

Shawn 
Dormishian 

School District Candidates
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I am motivated to serve on the 
MVWSD Board of Trustees because I 
am concerned about the widening gaps 
in achievement and sense of wellbeing 
among our diverse student population.  

I have been actively involved in my 
neighborhood schools for years, includ-
ing serving as a leader on the Bubb 
PTA, the Los Altos-Mountain View PTA 
Council, and Los Altos Parent Preschool 
boards and volunteering in the class-
room and on district-level focus groups 
and task forces. I have also been a long-
time advocate for student safety.

We must find creative ways to address 
both the social and academic develop-
ment of our children. Our approach to 
tackling these issues must recognize 
and value the diversity of our communi-
ty and the perspectives of our families. 

I welcome your questions and would 
like to hear about what you value about 
our schools in Mountain View and 
where you have concerns. Please visit 
my website: www.electlisahenry.com •

MVWSD

Lisa Henry

 I am running for the MVLA School 
Board to ensure every student finds 
their unique path to success. My 
educational background includes a 
Ph.D. in Chemistry from UCSD and 
a master’s in financial engineering 
from UC Berkeley, providing me with 
a solid foundation in critical thinking 
and financial stewardship. Currently, 
I serve on the LASD Bond Oversight 
Committee and work as a senior ma-
nager at Tesla, where I specialize in 
finance/tax. My son graduated from 
MVHS this year, and through my 
involvement with the MVLA Family 
Partnership Council, I have gained 
insight into the board’s procedures 
and collaborated directly with the 
school district. As Bookwave Chair 
at Almond Elementary, I organized 
author events to help students build 
confidence in writing. Additionally, 
my time with the Boy Scouts showed 
me the value of outdoor activities, 
and I believe incorporating natu-
re-based learning into schools can 
lead to healthier, more balanced lives 
for students.

https://www.
lizhang4mvlaschoolboard.com/ •

MVWSD

Ana Kristina  
Reed

MVLA HS

Li Zhang

Author Simon Sinek said, “Lead-
ership is not about being in charge. 
Leadership is about looking after 
those in our charge.”

The actions of good leaders inspire 
others to bring passion to their work 
and be the best versions of them-
selves. This creates a ripple effect 
within an organization of people 
lifting each other up. I feel that with 
our diverse population and pool 
of resources, our district has not 
reached its full potential.

As an involved parent who has 
worked in the education field for over 
twenty years, I am well qualified to 
create a warm and welcoming envi-
ronment to ignite more imaginative 
thinking, creative problem solving, 
and open communication.

With your vote, I plan to foster 
a positive relationship between 
our district and city, provide fiscal 
accountability, advocate for restor-
ative policies, increase transparency, 
and support innovative educational 
practices that lift up every one of our 
students. www.reed4schools.com •
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2024 OMVNA Steering Committee

Community Classes

Student-led Non-Profit: Hands On Tech 
by Deborah Vasquez

Sunshine Gardens (132-150 W Dana St) has been hosting a variety of groups 
in its courtyard to encourage neighborliness, community and walkability.  
One of these groups we host is Hands On Tech, an educational coding non-
profit started by high school students in 2022. Their goal is to promote equity 
in coding education by demystifying computers.  

This started when Yourui Shao and Benny Liu started coding on Raspberry 
Pi, a single board inexpensive mini-computer, and realized its potential to 
teach kids coding in a dynamic way.  After creating a coding curriculum for 
kids, they started teaching and realized they needed more Teacher Assistants 
(TAs). Eventually they formed a team of fifteen teacher members, ages 13-17. 
Big success came in 2023 when they ran a full-length summer camp for kids.  
Students and their TAs became friends and this project was an enjoyable ex-
perience because they felt compassion for their younger students and served 
as role models and educators.  

Having taught at three sites for a total of five times in the San Jose/Cuper-
tino area along with some community classes, the team have since gained 
more experience and insight. They have now been teaching at Sunshine Gar-
dens their curriculum series which will culminate in a final project presen-
tation in October.  Ultimately, the nonprofit feels enthusiastic to share their 
knowledge because they believe it is useful, practical and applicable to fields 
as varied as medicine, physics, historical documentation and even astronomy.  
Some final projects made by their students have been a temperature alarm 
for reptiles at home and training a machine learning model to predict art 
prices.  

Hands on Tech invites you to attend their last presentation class on October 
20th around 3:30 p.m. at Sunshine Gardens courtyard!  Let’s support these 
young teachers, quality and equity in education and learn possibilities of 
coding ourselves! •

Daisies in Action

Local Girl Scouts 
Learn Democracy
by Belinda Langner

Our young Old Mountain View com-
munity members are taking big steps 
toward understanding their communi-
ty and discovering the power of their 
voices. The local first grade Girl Scouts 
recently earned their Democracy for 
Daisies badge by learning about differ-
ent levels of government (local, state, 
and federal) and the roles of elected 
officials. 

Local City Council member Mar-
garet Abe-Koga paid them a visit, 
sharing insights into their role, how 
the council’s decisions affect our daily 
lives, and how even young people can 
make a difference in the community. 
The girls were wide-eyed to learn that 
council meetings can last hours to en-
sure everyone’s voices are heard and 
one meeting event lasted until 3 a.m., 
way past their bedtimes! To put their 
newfound knowledge into action, the 
girls wrapped up their meeting with a 
delicious lesson in democracy: voting 
on their snack! And the vote was 
unanimous — a sweet ending to a day 
of learning about civic engagement. 

Earning the Democracy for Daisies 
badge is about more than just check-
ing off activities. It’s about planting 
the seeds of civic engagement and 
empowering these young Scouts to 
realize they have a voice and can 
truly make a positive impact. Perhaps 
in the future, you’ll see one of them 
running for a seat in government.  

Reach out to LandelsGSLeads@
googlegroups.com if you are interested 
in learning more about Girl Scouts or 
want to share a skill with the local Girl 
Scouts. •



Find us on fb.com/omvna
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MV Board Commission  
Committee Openings 

The City of Mountain View is 
accepting applications for appoint-
ment to the Advisory Committee.

Visit mountainview.gov/our-
city/city-council/boards-commis-
sions-and-committees

OMVNA Governance

Bylaws Updates 
by OMVNA Leadership Committee

Dear OMVNA Members,
The OMVNA bylaws will be 

presented for review at the general 
membership meeting on Decem-
ber 2, 2024. For easy access, a 
copy will be available on the omv-
na.org website. A vote to approve 
or reject the changes will take 
place on January 27, 2025.

These bylaw updates aim to: 1) 
correct minor language errors and 
2) allow up to two more At-Large 
positions in the Steering Commit-
tee in the event that more people 
wish to participate. •

2025 Election Slate
The election for the OMVNA Lead-

ership Committee will take place at 
the December 2 General Meeting. 
We will be voting on the slate listed 
below. We also will be considering 
any nominations from the floor.

We encourage all members to get 
involved!
Steering Committee 
Chair: ..................................Robert Cox
Vice-Chair: ......................David Lewis
Treasurer: ............. Carola Thompson
Secretary: .....................Melanie Kaye 
Community Liaison: .... Jamil Shaikh
Newsletter: ................ Susan Bickford
At-Large: .......................... Max Hauser
At-Large:................Lorraine Wormald
Standing SubCommittees 
CERT: ........................Sherril Brennan
Historical  
Preservation: ...................Jerry Steach
Old MTV Eventors:...... Kristin Bailey
Residential Parking: .......Carol Lewis
.......................................... Jamil Shaikh
Newsletter  
Delivery:  ..............Lorraine Wormald

Public Library

Fall Events at Mountain View Public Library
by Katie Hom, library.mountainview.gov

Get Help at the Library:  
Use Brainfuse for Classwork, Job Hunting, and Veteran Support

Are you or your child looking for help 
with coursework? Are you looking for 
a job, but need some assurance that 
your resume and interviewing skills are 
ready for the competitive job market? 
Or are you a veteran who is seeking 
help with accessing services and 
benefits? 

If you or someone you know needs 
assistance in any of these areas, 
explore one of the many virtual 
resources available through Brainfuse. 
You can access any of these resources 
for free with your library card.

•	 Ace the college admissions process with Brainfuse CollegeNow. Receive 
college interview guidance, SAT/ACT test prep, feedback on admissions 
essays, information on scholarships and loans, help with FAFSA and more.

•	 Find live tutoring assistance for grades K through 12, expert writing anal-
ysis and access to skill-building resources with Brainfuse HelpNow. There 
are also resources for language learners and adult learners with platforms 
designed for collaboration and study.

•	 Prepare for your next job with Brainfuse JobNow. JobNow provides guid-
ance through the entire job search process with features that include ex-
pert resume feedback, live interviewing coaches, career assessments and 
more.

•	 Access resources and benefits for eligible veterans with Brainfuse VetNow. 
Receive live assistance to help navigate the Veterans Affairs system and 
learn about the available services and benefits. 
Explore how Brainfuse can work for you at MountainView.gov/SkillBuilding. •



Dave Keefe
Broker 
DRE #01352506

Considering selling your home
and have questions?

What improvements, if any, should I make to my home to get the
highest value?
What is my home worth today?
Should I rent my home instead?
Why the Dave Keefe Real Estate Team?
What can I expect when I list my home with you?

Get Your Personalized Assessment Here!

Mountain View Expert - Trusted Advice


