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Old MTV Eventors

The Ice Cream Cometh!
by Joan Thunderbuilt

Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 24th, from 1-3pm at Mercy 
Bush Park because the beloved Ice Cream Social is almost here!

Groove to live music on the lawn by The David Brigham Quartet while sa-
voring delicious ice cream from Baskin Robbins. Explore a variety of commu-
nity activity and informational tables, adding to the festive atmosphere.

Don’t miss out on the chance to snag some cool neighborhood gear, includ-
ing t-shirts, keychains, and our latest addition, a versatile canvas tote bag. 
Preview the goodies online at omvna.org.

Suggested donation: $1 per cone.
Come for the music and ice cream, stay for the connections. It’s going to be 

a sweet time! •

Restaurant Scene 
by Max Hauser

After decades at 790 Castro, 
Amici’s “East Coast” Pizzeria moved 
in June to San Antonio Road, where 
it still delivers to our neighborhood (I 
tested it out, using the “Half-Baked” 
pizza option, which you finish at 
home so they’re then oven-fresh).  
Many people characterize Amici’s 
as pricey but good; true also in 2010 
when I surveyed all MV pizzerias in 
this Newsletter:  http://www.omvna.
org/pizza-in-mountain-view/   Amici’s 
online order page shows special 
deals:  https://order.amicis.com/

The City installed play areas 
and seating in flex-zones (formerly 
parking) along Castro Street’s 
pedestrian-only section. Near Ava’s 
Market currently (340 Castro): ping-
pong and miniature golf.

Sulbing Cafe is pending at 975 W. 
Dana (best known as the former Yakko 
Sushi site).  Cafe Terrace closed there 
this Spring, after a year.  Sulbing’s 
owner also operates a Korean-themed 
dessert café in Santa Clara.  This may 
be connected to the large Sulbing 
shaved-ice chain based in Korea.

It may or may not be open yet 
when this newsletter appears, but 
as of late July, Nick the Greek, 298 
Castro at Dana, is getting close, with 
shining new facilities visible through 
the now clear windows. Workers I 
asked had no date estimate. This 
location of the popular chain was 
originally “coming soon” just before 
the Pandemic; went dormant for 
a few years; and came alive with 
remodeling activity this year. •

Neighborhood News Sources
•	 Join the neighborhood email lists:
	 OMVNAtalk2@groups.io 
	 send email to:
	 omvnatalk2+owner@groups.io

	
OldMTVevents1+subscribe@groups.io 
•	 Online www.omvna.org
•	 Facebook www.fb.com/omvna
•	 X (formally twitter) @OMVNA  
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Mountain View Transitions 

CHAC Transition to Pacific Clinics in OMV
by Robert Cox

CHAC, the Community Health Awareness Council, has been a communi-
ty-based mental health agency, operating in Old Mountain View for over 50 
years. Currently located at 590 West El Camino Real, the organization recently 
announced that they will no longer continue under the CHAC name. Their 
services will be transitioned to Pacific Clinics. A spokesperson for CHAC and 
Pacific Clinics told me that Pacific Clinic’s financial situation provided it with 
the opportunity to continue CHAC’s mission. 

Pacific Clinics will continue to serve low-income and homeless individuals 
of all ages who struggle with serious mental health problems. They provide 
fun and educational activities to help young children develop social skills, 
make friends, and create healthy peer relationships. They also provide devel-
opmental, vision, and dental screenings for children. They sponsor an 8-week 
Positive Parenting Program where parents and caregivers learn positive 
strategies to build strong relationships with their children. They also offer free 
diaper kits to families in the neighborhood. Each kit includes 80-100 diapers 
and two packs of baby wipes. 

To learn more about Pacific Clinics Family Resource Centers, call (408)-886-
6107 or visit their website at https://www.pacificclinics.org. •

Continued on page 7

Scouting

Girl Scout Projects
by Belinda Langner

 Keep an eye out as you walk around the neigh-
borhood—the artistic creations of Girl Scout Troop 
60838 are on the loose! The energetic first graders 
of Troop 60838 have been busy painting rocks and 
hiding them throughout the Old Mountain View 
neighborhood, including the Landels Elementary 
Outdoor Classroom. 

Who knows, maybe you’ll be the lucky one to 
discover a hidden treasure painted by a local scout. It’s sure to brighten your 
day! If you want to share a message with the troop about the colorful rocks or 
if you’d like to learn more about Girl Scouts, reach out to LandelsGSLeads@
googlegroups.com •

Safety Corner

Home Grill 
Fires 
by Robert Maitland, MVFD

According to the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA), based 
on 2017-2021 annual averages, May, 
June, July and August are the peak 
months for grill fires. Not cleaning the 
grill before use accounted for twen-
ty perrcent of the fires. More than 
one-quarter of the grill structure fires 
started on an exterior balcony or open 
porch. Eight percent began when an 
outside wall caught fire; four percent 
started with some type of structural 
member or framing.

Gas grills were involved in an 
average of 9,079 home fires per year, 
including 4,454 structure fires and 
4,625 outdoor fires annually. Leaks 
or breaks were primarily a problem 
with gas grills. Six percent of gas grill 
structure fires and fifteen percent of 
outside gas grill fires were caused by 
leaks or breaks.

According to data from the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, 
in 2017-2021, an average of 22,155 
patients per year went to emergency 
rooms because of injuries involving 
grills.

Fire Safety Tips for Safe Grilling:
•	 Keep your grill clean by removing 

grease or fat buildup from the 
grills and in trays below the grill.

•	 For propane grills, check the gas 
tank for leaks before use in the 
months ahead.

•	 Place the grill well away from the 
home, deck railings, and out from 
under eaves and overhanging 
branches.
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Find current events at www.omvna.org

About Art in Mountain View 
by Don McPhail

This is my final article for our neigh-
borhood newsletter, the 30th one since 
I began in 2017. Mountain View is, as 
it was seven years ago, a place where 
writers, painters, musicians, bookbind-
ers and other artists feel very much 
at home. And our public art is worth 
exploring. I’ve enjoyed researching and 
writing each article, but I’m choosing 
to stop now because, for me, the stories 
have simply come to a comfortable end.

My initial goal for “Artists In Resi-
dence” was to identify local artists and 
to highlight their contributions to Old 
Mountain View. Four years later the 
title evolved to “Art in Mountain View”, 
with the goal of raising awareness of the 
many public art displays in and around 
our community.

I had often walked past familiar 
pieces — like Joe-Sam’s colorful chil-
dren frolicking at City Hall, and Jose 
Guibara’s whimsical take on “The Toad’s 
Book Club” just behind the library—and 
known little about them. This became 
a personal challenge, especially during 
the Covid shut-down, to visit as many 

of Mountain View’s public art pieces as 
possible. 

My observations on art, whether 
artists or civic art exhibits, were always 
as a curious resident, not an art expert. 
Perhaps my own joy of discovery would 
trigger this in others. I’ve been fortunate 
to joggle my own awareness in unex-
pected ways, looking more closely at 
the kid shooting marbles in front of the 
Kaiser-Permanente office on Castro, and 
reading the printed material describing 
the Eagle at Eagle Park. 

I have also gotten to know some won-
derful neighbors and subjects, whose 
art and personal stories added to my 
own growth. Thank you to Susan Alice 
Bickford, a widely respected mystery 
novelist (and unusually generous news-
letter editor); to flautist Marian Concus; 
painter and philosopher Cliff Bryant; 
singer and performer Mia Whitfield; 
guitarist and troubadour Rocky Austin; 
painter, art therapist and tennis coach 
Carol Mellberg; textile artist and writer 
Zwia Lipkin; photographer Tim Auer; 
cellist and designer Chi Chen; danc-
er, choreographer and writer Leslie 
Friedman; social artist, grocer and 
friend Juan Origel; artist, publisher and 
writer Jonathan Clark (my apologies if I 

omitted anyone).
Finally, thanks to our readers, whose 

appreciation for this community keeps 
it vibrant. Don’t forget to look around at 
our neighborhoods, schools, merchants 
and artwork. Keep in touch with your 
neighbors. We are fortunate, indeed, to 
live in Mountain View.. •

Hundreds of homes sold

OVER 400 UNITS
MANAGED
Serving Mountain View for over 40 years!

ActionProperties.com

Convenient Downtown Location at 268 Castro Street

650.967.8700

DRE #01877646
People You Trust. Service You DeservePeople You Trust. Service You Deserve
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Community Events

Art & Wine Festival
The Mountain View Art and Wine 

Festival is one of the largest and most 
beloved festivals in the Bay Area. 
Featuring over 350 of the region’s finest 
artists and craft-makers, stellar live 
music, tons of activities, and, of course, 
fabulously curated food and drink.

​September 7th -8th. Hours are 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Sunday. Admission is free. 

Go to mvartwine.com for more details 
and have a great time. •

A City of MV staff member was there to share 
more about the Active Transportation Plan 
which will provide a roadmap of projects and 
policies to support walking, rolling, and biking 
in the City of Mountain View.

What’s Up

Update on New Development in Old MV
by Robert Cox

Even though development in our downtown neighborhood is at a low point, 
work continues on beautifying our Historic Retail district with modern deco-
rations along the new post-COVID pedestrian mall.  

In the last few months, city staff has reached out to the city’s Visual Arts 
Committee and the Council Transportation Committee to select among 
three choices to decorate the pedestrian mall street surface: a ribbon, large 
interlace, and small interlace design. Both committees preferred the rib-
bons design, shown below. 

The city has also installed thirty-two spherical concrete bollards at the 
Castro Street intersections to protect the pedestrian walkway, social zones, 
and outdoor patio areas from vehicular traffic. Twenty of the bollards are 
being painted with solid colors that will match the colors used for the rib-
bon design on the pavement. 

The remaining twelve bollards will serve as canvases for local artists. Six 
artists will be selected, each responsible for developing art on two bollards. 
Interested artists are invited to submit a proposal including a concept 
featuring two bollards accompanied by a color sketch or photo, a title, a 
detailed description, an estimate of material costs and any specific require-
ments. Selected artists will receive a stipend and must be available to install 
their art during the summer. 

You can find more information at the following city website link:
https://econdev.mountainview.gov/public-art

The city also continues to enhance its social zones by adding foosball and 
cornhole games and more chairs and picnic tables with umbrellas for public 
use. The public is free to use the tables to meet with friends and enjoy coffee 
and takeout food. The Music on Castro program continues with performanc-
es every Wednesday evening this summer from 5-6:45PM on the 200 block 
of Castro Street. Take a break with your family and friends and meet others 
from our community! •

Old MTV Eventors

Streaming  
into Summer
by Joan Thunderbuilt

The Eventors kicked off summer 
with a bang at the Wheels Party on 
Saturday, May 25th! Mercy-Bush Park 
sparkled with streamers, excitement, 
and wheels of all kinds as nearly 100 
neighbors decked out their rides for 
this brand-new annual event.

The MVFD waved the orange 
flags, setting our riders off on a 
thrilling 2.7-mile tour through the 
neighborhood and along the scenic 
Stevens Creek Trail. For our tiniest, 
most dazzling participants, a mini 
tour around the block was a huge hit.

Frozen treats were on hand to 
help everyone cool off and keep the 
party vibes going strong. This vibrant 
celebration was the perfect way to 
roll into summer. See you next year 
for even more fun! •

Supporting OMV

Participation Matters
by Susan Bickford

Old Mountain View is a vibrant place to live, with its many additional 
advantages like Castro Street, the Civic Center, the Library and parks within its 
boundaries. What also makes it wonderful are the residents. Some of you run for 
office. Others volunteer at one of the many cultural and chartable organizations. 

At this time of year, OMVNA puts together a slate of officers and leadership 
team members for the upcoming year and we’ll vote on those in December at 
our annual meeting. If you are interested, feel free to attend one of our meetings. 
You can contact Jerry Steach if you would like to be a voting member or officer. 

Participation matters at all levels. Come to events, have fun, stay engaged. 
Participation makes OMV a better place to live. •
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Find us on X @omvna

Community Spirit

A Time to Listen  
and a Time to  
Be Listened to 
by Elisabeth Seaman

A new friend visited me some time 
ago, and as we sat in my garden, she 
shared a family saga that has been go-
ing on for many years. It was obvious 
to me that she needed to share this 
with someone who could be an em-
pathetic listener. I sensed that it may 
have helped my friend to share with 
me her unhappiness, disappointment 
and anger over this situation.

While my friend was giving her 
account, at times I asked a question to 
make sure I understood what she was 
conveying, or to validate her feeling. 
For example, “When he did that, what 
was your response?” And, “I can see 
that really upset you and you’re still 
feeling you were taken advantage of.” 
Questions and statements like these 
let my friend know that I am taking 
in what she’s sharing and that I care 
about her.

I could have been tempted to re-
spond with a situation of my own that 
may have had some parallels to that 
of my friend. To what purpose? As an 
acknowledgment of understanding 

                   
OLD MOUNTAIN VIEW REAL

ESTATE TEAM

650-800-1980

DowntownMounta inV iew .com

OldMounta inV iew .com

Michael Galli 
DRE#: 01852633

hello@galliteam.com

#1 
Re ly  on  your

ne ighborhood

exper ts !

Public Library

What’s New at the Library:  
Career Success Allowance Program
by Katie Hom, library.mountainview.gov

The Library recently launched the Career Success Allowance Program, which 
provides monetary support for adult students who are earning their high school 
diploma through the Career Online High School. 

Through the allowance program, active COHS students can qualify to receive a 
monthly cash allowance as they earn their accredited high school diploma and cre-
dentialed career certificate. Students who meet progress parameters may receive up 
to $720 per month while in the COHS program for up to 18 months. This unrestricted 
funding can be used to provide some income and child care to free up time for school. 

“The Mountain View Public Library continues to invest in enriching people’s 
lives and reducing barriers for gaining knowledge,” said Library Director Tra-
cy Gray. “Through the Career Success Allowance Program, more residents can 
work to achieve their high school diploma and open up more career opportu-
nities. Now, these adult learners won’t have to choose between lost wages and 
finishing their high school education.” 

To qualify for the Career Success Allowance Program, participants must be: 
•	 Age nineteen and older. 
•	 A Mountain View resident. 
•	 Currently enrolled in the Library’s Career Online High School program or 

completed the prerequisite courses. 
Learning is self-paced, and students are expected to spend approximately 

ten hours per week on coursework. 
In September 2023, the City Council approved funding for the allowance program 

as part of the City of Mountain View’s workforce development and small business as-
sistance initiatives. Funding is available for up to ten students. For more information, 
visit MountainView.gov/CSAP. •

Continued on page 7
by email:
OldMTVevents1+subscribe@groups.io 

ONLINE:
omvna.org

Just the events. 
No lost cats 

or neighborhood noise.
Subscribe 

to the email list

EVENTS ONLY EMAIL
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Plant-based Microbakery in OMV
by Stephanie Lin

A new plant-based microbakery making small batches of artisanal 
baked goods based out of Old Mountain View has been delighting the local 
community with its delicious treats. For the last decade, the owner was 
working a corporate desk job while nurturing her love of baking, a side 
hobby. Making pastries was a peaceful way to express creativity and bring 
little bits of happiness to friends and family.

Last summer she decided to fulfill her dream to pursue baking full-time 
and opened up The Compassionate Crum out of her home kitchen. Her 
plant-based treats are all handmade in small batches with organic sugars and 
artisanal flours. The bakery recently held successful popup events at Avas 
and 1 Oz Coffee. Her regular menu features sticky buns, apple crumbles, 
chocolate chip cookies, kouign-amann, and ube biscotti, but she also bakes 
special items on holidays like the themed cookie decorating kits on Earth 
Day. World Chocolate Day featured a variety of pastries filled with chocolate.  
If you subscribe to the mailing list on the website, you can learn about 
upcoming events and special bakery items. 

https://www.thecompassionatecrumb.com/  •

Safety Corner

CERT  
Shake Out 2024
by Sherril Brennan

What is a Shake-Out? It is a 
multi-city earthquake drill that had 
its beginnings in 2008 in Southern 
California. The purpose of the drill 
is to encourage the public to pre-
pare for and to protect themselves 
during a large earthquake. By prac-
ticing actions ahead of time, lives 
can be saved and the impact of a 
major earthquake on our lives can 
be reduced. Everyone is invited to 
participate in Old Mountain View’s 
Shake Out 2024!

The primary safety practice when 
the shaking starts is to DCH—Drop, 
Cover and Hold-On.
•	 Drop to your hands and knees. 

Crawl only as far as needed to 
reach better cover without going 
through more debris.

•	 If in bed, turn over on to your 
stomach and use the pillow to 
cover your head.

•	 Cover your head and neck as 
well as possible.

•	 Hold on if you are under a table 
or desk with one hand and be 
prepared to move with the table. 

Practicing DCH is important; get-
ting ready for an earthquake best 
happens in advance of the event. 

Old Mountain View’s Shake Out 
will occur on Saturday September 
14, 2024; those who want a chal-
lenge can begin on Friday 9/13. 

Afterwards, you and your family 
are invited to learn more about 
recommended steps to take and 
useful items to collect by coming 
to Fairmont Park on September 
14, 2024 from 10 am until noon. 
Details will be posted soon on 
omvna.org •
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City of Mountain View

Free Music Events 
Looking for some outdoor entertain-

ment? Take advantage of the warm 
summer weather and check out free 
and public events offered by The City 
of Mountain View, right in OMV.

If you’ve missed the Summer 
Outdoor Movie Nights the City parks, 
you can still enjoy Music on Castro 
on Wednesdays from 5 - 6:45 pm 
until the end of October. Meander to 
the 200 block or Castro and enjoy 
live music while you shop and dine 
downtown

Or check out Concerts on the Plaza 
on Fridays from 6 - 7:30 pm until the 
end of September.:
•	 August 9: RPM Band - Rock and Roll 

Dance Music 
•	 August 16: The Iconics - 60’s Dance/

Surf Hits 
•	 August 23: Claudia Sue Conrad Band 

- Sheryl Crow/Pretenders Music 
•	 August 30: 925 Band - Dance and 

Party Band 
•	 September 6: You Should Be Dan-

cing - Bee Gees Tribute Band 
•	 September 13: Mercy and the He-

artbeats - 70’s/80’s Classics and 90’s 
Singalong

•	 September 20: Native Elements - 
Roots Reggae

•	 September 27: Cumbia Paradiso - 
Psychedelic Latin Dance Music •

my friend’s situation, this might have 
helped create a bond. However, after 
she had completed her account and I 
had summarized what she told me, no 
more was needed from me. The point 
was for me to listen to her and for her 
to feel she was totally listened to and 
understood. And with that, she also 
felt cared for.

If we need to be listened to, the 
time and place to do so is important. 
In the case I just mentioned, there 
were just the two of us in a complete-
ly private, pleasant setting, where my 
friend felt at ease to open up about 
herself. If I want to share something 
that’s important to me, I need to know 
I can trust my listener and that they 
have the time to listen to me. Arrang-
ing for an appropriate time and place 
to do so will make it more likely our 
conversation will be satisfying to both 
of us. 

It is not often that we find good lis-
teners who can give us not only their 
ears, but also their hearts. We can be 
role models for others by listening to 
them for the deep understanding for 
which we ourselves yearn. •

Grill Fires
Continued from page 2

Listening
Continued from page 5

Opinions expressed herein are 
not official positions of the OMVNA 
Steering Committee or its members 
unless otherwise stated. 

Contact the newsletter team at: 
editor@omvna.org

Submissions for our October 2024 
issue are due by September 25, 2024.

•	 Always make sure your gas grill 
lid is open before lighting it.

•	 Keep children and pets at least 
three feet away from the grilling 
area.

•	 If you use starter fluid when char-
coal grilling, only use charcoal 
starter fluid. Never add charcoal 
fluid or any other flammable 
liquids to the fire. 

•	 When you have or are finished 
grilling, let the coals cool com-
pletely before disposing in a 
metal container.

•	 Never leave your grill unattended 
when in use.

For additional grilling safety tips, 
please visit https://tinyurl.com/pje6xrrc •



Dave Keefe
Broker 
DRE #01352506

Considering selling your home
and have questions?

What improvements, if any, should I make to my home to get the
highest value?
What is my home worth today?
Should I rent my home instead?
Why the Dave Keefe Real Estate Team?
What can I expect when I list my home with you?

Get Your Personalized Assessment Here!

Mountain View Expert - Trusted Advice

Tori Atwell
TORI.ATWELL@THEAGENCYRE.COM
650.996.0123 | LIC. #00927794

THEAGENCYRE.COM

D O W N T O W N  M O U N TA I N  V I E W ’ S  M O S T  E X P E R I E N C E D  A G E N T

Not all agents are created equal. Tori 
has both the experience and in-depth 
market knowledge to serve you best. 

Proudly serving Mountain View and its surrounding communities, Tori 
has sold over 700 homes in Downtown alone and is deeply involved 
in the community. Her contributions include serving as President of 
the Rotary Club of Mountain View, acting as a mediator for the City of 
Mountain View, being an Ambassador at the Chamber of Commerce, 
and engaging in various other civic services.


