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Restaurant Scene
by Max Hauser

continued on page 7

In December, Icicles, 292 Cas-
tro, after reportedly buying out the 
lease of the earlier pending tenant, 
Pushcart Creamery, opened with 
made-to-order rolled ice cream. 
http://iciclescreamroll.com/ 

  
As promised, the business 

formerly Drunken Lobster (212 
Castro) closed for rapid major re-
modeling under its new owner, who 
declared intent to reopen soon as 
Maison Alyzee, a French bakery 
and café with "three pastry chefs 
from Paris."

  
1 Oz. Coffee became down-

town's newest coffee house in Jan-
uary at 650 Castro #130, offering 
espresso drinks and Alexander's 
Patisserie pastries.  (The location 
earlier housed Spica Coffee, then 
Morocco's spinoffs The Liquid Menu 
and The Phoenix.)

  
Rose International Market ad-

vises me that reopening near their 
former 1060 Castro venue waits on 
the property developer, whose lat-
est estimate of "February" may be 
optimistic.

  
Another of three pending Cas-

tro-St. bakery-cafés, C'est Si Bon, a 
San José-based business known for 
fancy custom cakes, plans to open 
in March at 282 Castro.

  
Pending since late 2016 in the 

divided former Bookbuyers space, 
the 317 Castro location of Korean-in-
fluenced bakery-café chain Paris Ba-
guette aims to open as a "showstop-
per" site this Spring "to make a big 
impression in Mountain View."

  
Dim-sum specialist Fu Lam 

Mum (153-155 Castro) remains 
closed for remodeling.

  
Gone: La Panotiq, Omelette 

House @ Ava's, Song Pa Korean 
Cuisine (all in November).

  

The Mountain View 
Community Shuttle

             by Susan Bickford

        Age-Friendly
       Mountain View

by Susan Bickford
Jean moved to Old Mountain 

View in 2017 to be closer to her 
daughter and son-in-law. Jean no 
longer drives but loves going to the 
Senior Center. Each day she walks 
(with the aid of her trusty walker) to 
the Transit Center, boards the Com-
munity Shuttle, exchanges greet-
ings with the regulars on it, and a 
few minutes later disembarks at the 
Senior Center for her regular visits 
over lunch, then comes home on 
the shuttle again. She looks forward 
to it each day. The combination  of 
the free shuttle and the center's $3 
lunches makes for a dependable, 
safe, and stimulating daily outing.

Although not in Old Mountain 
View, the Mountain View Senior 
Center is a critical component of 
our Age-Friendly environment of-
fered by the City and is easily acces-
sible for most residents. Housed in 
a striking Craftsman-style building, 
the Senior Center is an all-purpose 
facility that offers a rich set of pro-
grams and services for adults 55 
years of age and over. 

It is also a cornerstone of 
Mountain View's Age-Friendly initia-
tive. 

The City of Mountain View has 
been accepted as a member of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
Global Network of Age-Friendly 
Cities and Communities. Mountain 
View's Age-Friendly City Task Force 
will further the work of the Senior 
Advisory Committee and the work 
they have done to embrace the ide-
als of WHO. 

The Age-Friendly City Task 
Force, composed of Mountain View 
residents passionate about senior 
issues, is focusing on developing 
an action plan for the City. The ac-
tion plan is based on community 
assessments and will identify key 
indicators to document progress.

Resources at the Senior Center 
include: 

Classes & Activities: Many free 

Often overlooked, the Moun-
tain View Community Shuttle is a 
valuable resource for all residents, 
especially those who have limited 
mobility, do not drive, or want to  
minimize the use of cars on our 
streets.

Formed as a partnership be-
tween the City of Mountain View 
and Google, the Shuttle provides 
Mountain View residents with free, 
enhanced transportation connec-
tions between many residential 
neighborhoods, senior residenc-
es and services, city offices, the 
library, park and recreational fa-
cilities, medical offices, shopping 
centers, and entertainment venues 
throughout Mountain View. 

It’s a great way to get around.
The shuttle vehicles are 100% 

electric and ADA wheelchair acces-
sible. There is free wifi on board for 
all riders and bike racks for those 
who want to combine their trans-
portation options. There are 50 
stops, with two bus routes—red 
and gray—traversing the route in 
opposite directions.

Service hours are 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. every day. Service is provided 
to Shoreline/Pear and Shoreline/Mid-
dlefield #2 stops on weekends only.

Monday through Friday: Every 
30 minutes from 10 a.m. to 6 pm. 
Weekends and holidays: Every 60 
minutes from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
https://mvcs.tripshot.com/g/
tmsSystemMap/TMSSystemMap.
html

Long time resident and 
community activist Julie Lovins 
died on January 26 at her Old 
Mountain View home. 

A celebration of her life will 
be held on February 11, at 1:30 
p.m. Location to be announced.

We will have a full tribute to 
Julie in our next newsletter. 

We have lost a good and 
faithful friend.



2

Artists in Residence: Mia Whitfield
“Smorgaschord: humor & harmony”

by Don McPhail

Note: Our featured Artist, Mia 
Whitfield, and her group, Smor-
gaschord, will perform on Satur-
day, February 10 at Old Mountain 
View’s own Dana Street Roasting 
Company, from 1-2:30 p.m. (744 
West Dana Street).

Some artists thrive in isolation, 
shunning the spotlight for moments 
of creative thought and contempla-
tion. February’s featured artist is 
part of a lively musical team and 
she blossoms in front of a crowd, 
especially an enthusiastic one. Mia 
Whitfield and her a cappella group, 
Smorgaschord, are fun, energet-
ic and clever, and their audiences 
seem to have a ball!

At a volunteer gig for Our Com-
mon Ground, the Bread and Ros-
es host enthusiastically described 
Smorgaschord, "Musically, this is 
a show of astonishing complexity 
and quality, all packaged in a spar-
kling and humorous presentation 
which they make look easy.” Such 
an endorsement says a lot, since 
they work with the great Bay Area 
musicians, from Joan Baez to Boz 
Scaggs and Kris Kristofferson.

Mia has spent over 25 years 
living and working in Mountain 
View, beginning with her first job 
out of college, on Castro Street. 
Early on, she rented a room near-
by and biked to work. Later, when 
she married her husband Jim, they 
bought a house in Old Mountain 
View, where they have lived ever 
since. “I love the walkability of our 
neighborhood, the cute houses and 
beautiful tree canopy, the amazing 

weather, the compassionate and 
informed community, and the well-
run city government. I love that my 
daughter can get to good schools 
under her own power (and a shout-
out to MVEF and the school dis-
tricts for the amazing performing 
arts program we have in our public 
schools!)”

She also appreciates the diver-
sity of the community. “I love that 
I can do so many things just by 
walking, and I take full advantage 
of that, to work, to school, to lunch. 
Or to the library, the train, the gro-
cery and farmer's market. Even to 
medical appointments, post office, 
theater, coffee houses and commu-
nity events.”

As for music, Mia started on 
the piano at an early age, and start-
ed French Horn in 4th grade. Later 
she picked up trumpet, and contin-
ued through graduation at Ygnacio 
Valley High School. Vocally, she be-
gan as a teen, harmonizing along 
with her family's music gatherings. 
She sang in choruses after gradua-
tion from UC Santa Cruz, including 
Sweet Adelines, jazz and classical 
choruses. She was in the cast of Die 
Fledermaus at the Mountain View 

Family Dinner Catering
Innovatively designed full-course meals on your own dining table, no pots and pans to clean. 

Phone: (650) 584-3328          Mention OMVNA, 10% off your first order

Center for Performing Arts.  
The original members of Smor-

gaschord first met while singing 
in the Peninsula Harmony Chorus. 
They formed in 2000 and have 
been singing together ever since. 
“OMVNA neighbors may have seen 
us at Thursday Night Live or Dana 
Street, or even our very first perfor-
mance on the outdoor stage in Pio-
neer Park.”

Mia sings and arranges for 
Smorgaschord. “As an arranger, I 
like the flexibility to bring creativity 
and humor to a piece. We love to 
engage an audience. It's rewarding 
to see smiles at funny words or cho-
reography, or people mouthing the 
words of a favorite song.”

When asked what she is proud 
of, she adds, "I'm proud to have had 
some success as a woman in tech, 
and I'm proud of the wonderful per-
son my daughter is, and continues 
to become. I'm grateful for our lit-
tle family in our cozy little OMVNA 
house with our friendly neighbors."

 For more information 
about Smorgaschord, visit http://
smorgaschord.com
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Keeping Mountain View Safe:
Updates and Advice from the Mountain View Fire and Police Departments

by Laura Gentry by Jodie  Pierce

Keep in Touch with 
Mountain View’s Finest

Want to get the latest on 
the Mountain View Police Depart-
ment? 

Read about it on Twitter 
@MountainViewPD, at http://
mountainviewpoliceblog.com, or on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
mountainviewpolicedepartment

Just want critical alerts and 
advisories? Sign-up for Nixle 
via your smartphone by texting 
your Mountain View zip code to 
888777.

Carbon Monoxide 
Safety

Winter Weather Safety 
 Tips 

Proud member of 
Mountain View Rotary

Tori Ann 
Atwell

Article originally published by Cal-
Fire

You can't see or smell carbon 
monoxide, but at high levels it can 
be deadly. Carbon monoxide (CO) 
is produced whenever any fuel 
such as gas, oil, kerosene, wood, 
or charcoal is burned. If applianc-
es that burn fuel are maintained 
and used properly, the amount of 
CO produced is usually not hazard-
ous. However, if appliances are not 
working properly or are used incor-
rectly, dangerous levels of CO can 
result. 

Know the symptoms of CO poi-
soning. At moderate levels, you or 
your family can get severe head-
aches, become dizzy, mentally con-
fused, nauseated, or faint. Low lev-
els can cause shortness of breath, 
mild nausea, and mild headaches, 
and may have longer term effects 
on your health. Since many of these 
symptoms are similar to those of 
the flu, food poisoning, or other ill-
nesses, you may not think that CO 
poisoning could be the cause.

 � DO install CO alarms outside 
each sleeping area and on every lev-
el of the home. The CO alarm can 
warn you if too much CO is in your 
home. Keep CO alarms clear of dust 
and debris. Ensure CO alarms are 
plugged all the way into a working 
outlet, or if battery operated, have 
working batteries.

 � DON'T idle the car in a garage 
—even if the garage door to the 
outside is open. 

 � DON'T use any gasoline-pow-
ered engines (mowers, weed trim-
mers, chain saws, small engines or 
generators) in enclosed spaces.

 � DO have fuel-burning heating 
equipment and chimneys inspected 
by a professional every year before 
cold weather sets in. When using 
a fireplace, open the flue for ade-
quate ventilation. Never use your 
oven to heat your home.

FACTS
A person can be poisoned by 

a small amount of CO over a lon-
ger period of time as well as by a 
large amount of CO over a shorter 
amount of time.

In 2010, U.S. fire departments 
responded to an estimated 80,100 
non-fire CO incidents in which car-
bon monoxide was found, or an av-
erage of nine calls per hour.

With the hopeful forecast of 
much needed winter weather, rain-
fall in the area will be a change for 
most of us. 

As a reminder, if your wind-
shield wipers are on, by law your 
headlights need to be on as well. 

Our first rains of each storm, 
especially after a dry period, cause 
the oil on the roadway to be slick. 
Keep this in mind when driving. 

Reduce your speed and plan 
ahead wherever you might be go-
ing in order to give time for traffic 
congestion. 

If you are traveling long dis-
tances, be sure to check the weath-
er to see if you might encounter any 
hazardous conditions. 

Carry chains if you might be 
driving in the snow and always 
have an emergency kit for your car 
which has water, snacks, flares, 
warm clothes or blanket and first 
aid items. 

If you are involved in an acci-
dent, and where possible, pull to the 
side of the road. Unless there are 
injuries, vehicles or other hazards 
blocking the roadway, you do not 
need to notify the PD. As required 
by law, exchange information with 
the other involved parties and con-
tact your insurance company. 

Selecting a Security Camera
One of the most common de-

vices in demand for households 
these days is a security camera. The 
Mountain View Police Department 
does not make specific brand rec-
ommendations, but here are things 
to consider when choosing a cam-
era for your house, apartment, or 
outdoor space.

High resolution: This is espe-
cially important at night. There are 
some buildings that have 10 or 15 
cameras all around a building, but 
if the resolution is bad, it is next to 
impossible to see anything at night.  

Monitoring recording: Is re-
corded video being monitored by a 
company or alerting an app on your 
phone? It doesn’t have to be mon-
itored minute to minute, but you 
should be able to identify a specific 
a date and time. Also, is it easily ac-
cessed by you or do you have to go 
through the monitoring company?

continued on page 7
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Living with Artificial Intelligence Devices
by Susan Bickford and the Tunkelang Family      

Chair:  David Lewis
Vice-Chair:  Robert Cox
Treasurer:  Larry Rush
Secretary:  Max Hauser
At-Large:  Larry Rosenberg
At-Large:  Lorraine Wormald
Newsletter:  Susan Bickford
Community  
Liaison:      Jamil Shaikh

Subcommittee Chairs
CERT:  Sherril Brennan
Historical 
Preservation:  Jerry Steach
Residential Parking:  Robert Cox
Advertising:  Kristin Bailey
Next Meeting:   April 16, 2018

OMVNA Steering 
Committee

continued on page 7

in Old Mountain View with Marian Concus. 
Instructor is: conservatory trained, member of two 
professional symphony orchestras, Flute Coach at 

Bellarmine Preparatory School. 
mconcus@mac.com • www.mconcusflutist.com

Flute Lessons 

We live in an era where artificial 
intelligence is rapidly moving from 
science fiction to commonplace re-
ality. At first, there were a few ap-
pliances that we could talk to using 
apps on our smartphones. Then we 
started to use appliances that could 
talk to each other through the In-
ternet of Things (IoT). But now 
we’re seeing the massive adoption 
of “smart speakers” that aspire to 
serve as general-purpose articifi-
cial intelligent assistants (AIs). The 
leading devices are the Amazon 
Echo and the Google Home, both of 
which come in a variety of flavors.

OMV residents Kristin Bailey 
and Daniel Tunkelang and their 
daughter, Lily, are an AI-enabled 
household. They have an original 
Google Home, an Amazon Echo 
Show, and three Google Home Min-
is. They use them to play music, 
listen to NPR, find recipes, ask ran-
dom questions, make phone calls, 
and control their lights.

Like many people, I am fas-
cinated by these AIs but not sure 
which one I would pick. I already 
have smart smoke detectors, and 
our family house in Vermont has a 
water sensor for the basement and 
a smart thermostat. Moreover, I’m 
concerned about privacy and secu-
rity. I set up a meeting with Kristin, 
Daniel, and Lily to ask them some 
questions.

Susan: Tell me a bit about the 
devices you have.

Kristin/Daniel/Lily: We have 
an Echo Show, which is the flagship 
of the Echo line. Unlike most other 
smart speakers, it has a screen. The 
screen is handy for looking at rec-
ipes, and even allows you to shop 
on Amazon—though we’ve never 
used it that way ourselves. The Echo 
also has a great sense of hearing. It 
cheerfully responds to anyone who 
says “Alexa”—and sometimes even 
to people who say something else 
entirely.

 We also have a Google Home 
and 3 Google Home Minis. The Goo-
gle Home looks like an air freshener 
and sits in our living room, a few 
feet away from its Echo rival. The 
Minis, which are adorable, sit in our 
bedrooms and den. We use Google 
Chromecast to wirelessly connect 
them to a powered speaker for mu-
sic and a monitor for video.

Susan: Do you use one or the 
other for different things?

K/D/L: We mostly use the Echo 
Show for cooking timers. Finally, 
the perfect soft-boiled egg! We also 
use it to find out the weather and 
ask for recipes.

But we make much more use of 
our Google Home devices. We use 
them to play music (we have a Goo-
gle Play subscription), control our 
lights, and send “broadcast” mes-
sages to each other.

But most of all, we take advan-
tage of Google Home being connect-
ed to Google. It’s easier to ask one 
of the devices a question out loud 
than to type it in to our phones or 
laptops, especially while we’re eat-
ing dinner. And Google usually de-
livers reasonable answers—though 
its failures can be entertaining. 

We have noticed that the Echo 
has a much more sensitive micro-
phone. But what Google Home lacks 
in ears, it makes up for by having a 
better brain.

Susan: What about privacy 
and security?

K/D/L: It’s a good question. 
But if you use Google and Amazon’s 
products, you’ve already made the 
decision to trust these companies 
with much of your personal infor-
mation.

It’s true that in-home devices 
are constantly listening, but they’re 
just waiting to hear their “wake 
words”, i.e., “Alexa” or “Hey Google”. 
They’re simply waiting for us to ask 
them question, not spying on us.

We trust Amazon and Google 
to abide by their privacy policies 
and secure their products against 
hackers. They have the technical 
skills and strong financial incen-
tives to do so, as well as a good 
track record.

Susan: If I want to buy just 
one, which would it be?

K/D/L: We recommend Google, 
hands down—it’s the smart one. 
You can get a Mini for $49, which is 
a very affordable introduction to the 
world of AI. But many people prefer 

Can you vote in 
the June 5 Primary 

Election?
You can check your registration 
at www.sos.ca.gov or 1-866-430-
8683 (toll free) by entering your 
birthdate and house number. If you 
need to register, during that phone 
call you can request that a form be 
mailed to you, or print one from 
the web.

City-Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, May 5, 2018 (some 
homes open Sunday).
Free. Visit mountainview.gov/
garagesale. 

Confidential Paper 
Shredding

• Saturday, March 17, 2018 
• Saturday, July 14, 2018 
• Saturday, November 3, 2018 
Smart Station, 301 Carl Road, from 
8 a.m. – Noon 
Free. Proof of Residency required. 

NOTARY PUBLIC

(650) 996-0123

Tori Ann 
Atwell

Your neighborhood 
Notary Public

 &
Certified 

Signing Agent

To Cassie. May your tail wag for 
many years to come. Your BFF
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Opinions expressed herein 
are not official positions of the 
OMVNA Steering Committee or its 
members unless otherwise stated. 

Contact the newsletter team 
at: s.bickford@comcast.net

Submissions for our May 2018 
issue are due by April 11, 2018.

To sign up for neighborhood 
alerts by OMVNAtalk email:
 � Send a blank message (no 
subject or content needed) 
from your preferred email 
address to omvnatalk-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com

 � You will get back an automated 
message from yahoogroups

 � Select option 2 ("Reply, Send") 
to confirm your request.
For more information about the 

OMVNAtalk list, please see http://
www.omvna.org/omvnatalk.html 

For newsletter delivery problems 
or to volunteer to help, send email 
to lorraine.omvna@gmail.com

The View from The Chair: An Unfiltered Rant from the OMVNA Chairman 
                                                        by David Lewis

2018 OMVNA Advertising
Reserve your space for 

OMVNA Newsletter 
2018 Advertising by email 

kbailey11@gmail.com

Once a year we let David Lewis tell 
us what he really thinks.

Rather than bemoaning the 
lack of proactive traffic control mea-
sures in Old Mountain View, there 
is another issue that might be more 
important—the fate of ground level 
retail in downtown Mountain View.  

A recent MV Voice article fea-
tured the owner of the Bierhaus, 
one of the more successful estab-
lishments, which is likely to disap-
pear via an upcoming increase in 
lease payments.  

The restaurant operates with a 
very low profit margin, and even a 
modest increase in rent could make 
this an unprofitable operation. 

If the restaurant owner were 
a retired hedge fund manager, he 
could operate the restaurant as a 
charity, and provide us with good 
food and drinks out of his own 
pocket. But alas, he is not.

Our City Council, at least in its 
more recent permutations, has tak-
en a stance on preserving ground 
floor retail where 1 or 2-story retail 
buildings are replaced by office or 
condominium towers. 

However, they appear not to 
have noted one of the side effects 
of such redevelopment: the lease 
costs for the new retail spaces go 

up dramatically over what was be-
ing paid before for the strip mall-
style buildings.  

This also affects other retail 
establishments, as the landlords, 
seeing what is being gotten else-
where, increase their rents to meet 
the competition as the tenants' 
leases expire. This might be called 
making your money while the sun 
shines (or maximizing short term 
profits).  

The one exception to this, as 
far as I know, is the Greystar devel-
opment (801 El Camino Real) across 
El Camino on Castro, that replaced 
many retail establishments with 
a four-story apartment complex 
(though with half as much ground 
floor retail). It appears that some of 
the old retail establishments will be 
able to move back into new quarters 
in the new place, at much the same 
rents they were paying before. 

Unfortunately, there’s no tell-
ing exactly what that means, or how 
long it will last. 1 year? 5 years? 20 
years? Will the new leases be fixed 
price, or will they be allowed to es-
calate rapidly?  

Most certainly, the agreements 
are not open for public viewing, 
though the City Council or Staff 
may have been privy to them in the 

course of approving this project.
My concern here is that with 

continued redevelopment of OMV 
into office or condo or apartment 
towers, the end result—despite 
developers agreeing to ‘provide’ 
ground floor retail—will end up 
providing unaffordable ground 
floor retail. Very few types of estab-
lishments (e.g., a 2 or 3-star restau-
rant, or a high end bordello, or a 
recreational pot store) will be able 
to provide enough profits to sus-
tain the very high lease payments—
certainly no ordinary restaurants or 
retail establishments.  

We could easily have a down-
town full of office towers with va-
cant ground floor retail spaces, 
made unaffordable by the greed of 
our developers and landlords.  

The big question is whether 
the City Council can do something 
about this legally to preserve our 
downtown.  

Go look at the ground floor re-
tail (supposed to have been a coffee 
shop) at Bryant Park Plaza, 900 Vil-
la (Villa and Franklin), occupied by 
WhatsApp (now Facebook).  Is this 
what you want for Old Mountain 
View?



Library Renovation Update
          by Ellen Thayn

The Mountain View Public 
Library continues with its remodel. 
While the Children's area is closed, 
there will be a small, browsing 
children's collection on the first 
floor and story times will be held at 
the Center for the Performing Arts. 
Visit http://mountainview.gov/
librarycalendar for dates and details. 
With less access to the physical 
collection, be sure to utilize MVPL's 
new app "hoopla" to download 
digital ebooks, audiobooks, TV, 
movies, and music. Get access to 
hoopla with your library card at 
http://hoopladigital.com .        

Carolen - Roses are red / 
Violets are purple / You are sweet-
er / Than maple syruple. Love, Jim

Iva, Budi moja dobra zena zauvi-
jek!  Ljubim te! Robert

Much love to all my wonderful, caring 
neighbor-friends at Mountain View 

Cohousing Community! Elisabeth

PYT Beauty and the Beast at 
MVCPA March 3-11

Betty & George: a match made in 
heaven, now reunited

Alyse, Nancy, and Patrice!  Awe-
some kids!  Happy valentine's 

Day.  Love and kisses.

Julie - You introduced me to OMV 
years ago. I could't have tackled 
the newsletter withou you. Susan
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Historic Preservation 
Update: Weilheimer 
House, Tied House

by Jerry Steach

Winter Safety for Pets  
        by Susan Bickford

Winter Shelter Program: 
Where Hope Meets Mercy

by Muriel Sivyer-Lee

Do you have a difference, disagreement or dispute with someone 
that you would like to resolve? Call me for a courtesy 30-minute 
conversation to explore how we might help you.

Elisabeth Seaman at 650-852-0492

Learn2Resolve.com

Mediation  •  Facilitation  •  Coaching

The Winter Shelter Program at 
Trinity United Methodist Church, 
where Hope meets Mercy Street, 
is up and running. The shelter can 
house up to 50 people. Currently 
there are 29 clients is composed 
of women with children, and sin-
gle women. The shelter will oper-
ate from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 a.m. 
Quiet hours will be from 10:00 p.m. 
until 6:00 a.m. Clients must leave 
the shelter by 6:30 a.m. Staff leaves 
by 7:00 a.m.

Weekday & Weekend Schedule
5:00 p.m.: Staff arrive at the shel-
ter to set up for night; security also 
arrives.
5:30 p.m.: Clients can arrive at the 
shelter.
6:30 p.m.: Clients start being ad-
mitted into the shelter.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.: Dinner is served
6:00 - 10:00 p.m.: Showers and do-
nated clothing are available.
10:00 p.m. - 5:00 a.m.: “Lights Out”
5:00 a.m.: “Lights On”
5:30 - 6:30 a.m.: Showers are avail-
able if necessary and breakfast is 
served.

Donations for dinners to the 
shelter and/or volunteering to help 
the staff continues to be a need. 
Given limited space at this shelter, 
dinner tables and chairs need to be 
set up, and taken down after din-
ner to make room for setting up the 
sleeping cots.

If you are interested in volun-
teering, have questions or just want 
to sign up, please contact:

Tracie Wallace
Volunteer Coordinator
Boccardo Reception Center
2011 Little Orchard Street
San Jose, CA 95125
Direct: 408 539-2143
TWallace@HomeFirstSCC.org



Although our winters are mild 
compared to many parts of the 
country, these colder months can 
present challenges for our pets. 
Here are a few tips gleaned from 
talking to neighboring vets.

Skip the hair cut: Leave your 
dog’s fur longer during the win-
ter. Consider purchasing a coat or 
sweater to cover their back and un-
derside, particularly if they are very 
young or a short-haired breed.

Winter diet: In cold weather, 
we all burn more calories to keep 
warm and that applies to our pets 
as well, especially the ones who 
spend time outdoors for exercise. 
Increasing their food a little bit is 
recommended.

Troublesome toxins: On the 
rare occasions where someone 
might use salt or a de-icer on their 
sidewalk, try to avoid that area with 
your pet and wipe their paws care-
fully. Antifreeze can also be deadly 
to animals. Use a pet-friendly an-
tifreeze if you plan to top up your 
car. 

Cats and Cars: Outdoor cats 
and other wild animals look for 
warm places when it gets cold. The 
engine block under your car feels 
like a warm and safe place to sleep. 
Bang on the car or check for visitors 
before you drive away.

Cold Cars: If you take your pet 
with you in the car, remember that 
cars can get very cold inside. 

Dry skin: Many dogs are prone 
to getting dry skin in winter. Pro-
vide plenty of water, bathe your pets 
less often, and dry them thoroughly. 
Brushing encourages better skin.

Pests Don’t Take Vacations: 
Fleas are looking for warm places 
too. Don’t neglect preventative flea 
treatments just because it’s winter.



Big news out of our City Coun-
cil—and an encouraging boost for 
Old Mountain View’s historic pres-
ervation: A majority of council 
members now opposes removing 
the 1890s-built Weilheimer House 
(home of Chez TJ) and the adjacent 
Tied House building (erected in the 
1930s) on Villa St. to accommodate 
an office building.

After initially supporting the 
proposal during a late-November 
City Council study session, Council 
member John McAlister reconsidered 
his support. The following week, 
he  announced he would join fellow 
Council members Margaret Abe-Ko-
be and Lisa Matichak and Mayor Ken 
Rosenberg in opposing it.  

At that study session, the council 
heard public comments from a stream 
of city residents. The overwhelming 
majority expressed the desire to keep 
the two buildings in place. Reasons 
residents gave ranged from preserv-
ing the Weilheimer House’s rich his-
tory and architectural distinctiveness 
to concerns about the downtown’s 
unique character being eroded by im-
posing, impersonal office buildings.

Because the initial 4-3 vote was 
cast during a study session, rather 
than at a regular City Council meet-
ing, the council’s present position 
on the proposal isn’t binding. 

The developer, the Minkoff 
Group, still could put forth a (pos-
sibly modified) proposal, which its 
representatives indicated it may do. 

The developer’s original plan 
included razing the Tied House 
building, and somehow moving the 
Weilheimer House to a residential 
lot near downtown. The latter un-
dertaking would necessitate remov-
ing a single-family 1910's Crafts-
man home, along with three rental 
units on the same lot. 

As of this writing, this matter 
hasn’t been added to any upcoming 
City Council meeting agenda. City 
residents are encouraged to mon-
itor the city’s calendar (see: www.
mountainview.gov/council/agen-
das/current_council_agendas.asp). 

In the meantime, residents also 
should continue expressing their 
opinions on the matter directly to 
CityCouncil@MountainView.gov.
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Age-Friendly Mountain View
continued from page  1

Security Cameras
continued from page  3

City Boards and 
Commissions

activities on a daily basis include:  
billiards, table tennis, card games, 
puzzles, workshops, movies, an ex-
ercise room, and more. You can also 
sit in the lobby and relax.

Special Events and Work-
shops: Check the website for up-
coming opportunities for special 
clubs such as the Mahjong Club, a 
DIY Projects Workshop, and Yoga. 
The lineup is always changing and 
full of interesting events.

Travel Program: Interested 
in a concert in San Francisco? Or 
perhaps a trip to Costa Rica is on 
your bucket list. “Mountain View 
Seasoned Travelers"  can take ad-
vantage of wonderful day and over-
night trips to casinos, festivals, 
musicals, museums, and other va-
cation hot spots! 

Social Services: Seniors face a 
growing list of challenges. The Se-
nior Center is there to help. A short 
list includes Alzheimer's Screen-
ings, Blood Pressure Check, Brown 
Bag food pickup (sponsored by 
Second Harvest Food Bank), Health 
Insurance Counseling and Advo-
cacy Program (HICAP), Notary Ser-
vice, Senior Adult Legal Assistance 
(SALA), and Tax Preparation Assis-
tance.

Nutrition Program: Lunch 
is served Monday-Friday at 11:45 
a.m. in the Social Hall. Please sign 
in by 11:15 a.m. Suggested dona-
tion is $3.00 for those over the age 
of 60 and $8 for those under 60. I 
can personally attest to the quality 
of the food and it’s the best deal in 
town.

Visit mountainview.gov/
depts/cs/rec/senior/defaul t .
asp to learn about this excellent 
resource and more! A list of classes 
and events for Winter / Spring 
may be found at mountainview.
gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.
aspx?BlobID=25103   

  

CATERING
Group Events  •  Family Dinners

Mention OMVNA for 10% off your first order.

Living with AIs
continued from page  4

Amazon, and you can get their Echo 
Dot for the same price.

 Do you own one or more of 
these devices yourself? Are you 
working on developing this kind 
of technology? If you would like to 
share your perspective, let us know.

Want to help make Mountain 
View a better place to live? Consider 
serving on one of the city's boards, 
commissions, or committees. These 
groups provide advice in their areas 
of expertise to the City Council.

 It's wise to attend a few meet-
ings of the board that interests you 
before applying. Applicants who 
don't are rarely selected to serve. Go 
to mountainview.gov and click on 
Advisory Bodies under City Council.

The City is seeking applica-
tions to fill vacancies on the Parks 
and Recreation Commission and 
the Senior Advisory Committee.

Applications will be accepted 
until a sufficient number has been 
received for Mountain View Citizens 
wishing to serve on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission and the Se-
nior Advisory Committee.

The Council Advisory Bodies 
are volunteer positions and serve 
in an advisory capacity to the City 
Council.

Appointments are available on 
an equal-opportunity basis.

Applications are available in 
the City Clerk's Office, or online at: 
http://www.mountainview.gov

Applications will be accepted 
in the City Clerk's Office at 500 Cas-
tro St. Mountain View, CA 94041.

Please contact the City Clerk's 
Office at 650-903-6304 for further 
information.

You can read about the adviso-
ry bodies, see who is currently on 
them, and find the application form 
at http://www.mountainview.gov/
council/bcc/default.asp



How long are the recordings 
saved? If the device is recording 
over itself every week, then it may 
not be as helpful as a recording that 
is retained for a month or so. Some-
times the Police Department will ask 
locations for video that might be a 
few weeks old because of a delay in 
reporting. The location where the re-
cording is stored (in the cloud, at a 
monitoring company, or a local disk) 
is important as it will also dictate 
how long the video can be stored 
based on the resolution.   

Prioritize Placement: Outdoors
The front door and porch area 

are first. There are doorbell associat-
ed video devices that show the front 
door and porch area if the door bell 
is triggered. These are usually inex-
pensive, they work via an app on a 
smart phone and they are relatively 
good video quality.   

Next come the driveway, front 
of garage, and street in front of 
driveway. These monitors will watch 
your driveway and cars that might 
be parked in it. Also it will cover the 
sidewalk area in front of the house 
for any vehicles and people.  

Consider monitoring the side 
yard toward a backyard or behind a 
fence for motion.  

Finally, there are the corners 
of the garage and / or the corner 
eaves of a house facing the street 
in either direction to cover the out-
er areas of the driveway, other front 
yards further street views.  

Prioritize Placements: Indoors 
The entry way, family rooms 

and hall ways are the most com-
mon. These are often set for mo-
tion and in conjunction with house 
alarms. 

Children's bedrooms often use 
a device such as a baby monitor. 
However usually bedrooms are not 
monitored. Most of the internal vid-
eo cameras are monitored by the 
owners on a smart phone app and 
not by an external company for pri-
vacy reasons. However, these are 
individual preferences. 

Keep in mind that there are 
some legal issues if you rent the 
house or a room as to where video 
cameras are placed in areas which 
are assumed to be private (bed-
rooms, bathrooms...). Use common 
sense.

Find OMVNA Newsletters online at: 
https://tinyurl.com/yaen3kxh

GH to AES: 
Your cloud or mine?

10 Years sober (i mean 
legal!). kbdt 



When you think 
Real Estate

think Kim.

When you think 
Real Estate

think Kim.
1. Honesty1. Honesty

3. Professionalism3. Professionalism

2. Integrity2. Integrity

Kim Copher

650.917.7995  
kim.copher@cbnorcal.com

www.justcallkim.com
DRE #01423875

Serving Old Mountain View since 1986… 
With over 1,500 past sales, and more than 500 

being in Old Mountain View.

No one can offer you 
more knowledge, insight 
and service!

650.996.0123 | www.ToriSellsRealEstate.com | CalBRE# 00927794

The choice is clear:

Tori

YOU ALREADY 
KNOW ME!

Mountain View
Neighborhood Specialist

650.575.8300
nancy@nancystuhr.com 
www.nancystuhr.com
facebook.com/nancyadelestuhr
CalBRE# 00963170

Nancy Adele Stuhr

CALL ME FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

100%
Satisfaction Rating

Customer Surveys

• 25 years successfully serving Mountain View 
and surrounding communities

Mountain View resident •

This information was supplied by reliable sources. Sales Associate believes this information to be correct 
but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should 
investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Buyer to verify enrollment. Buyer to verify school availability. 
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