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General OMVNA Meeting: June 10th 

There will be a general meeting of the Old 
Mountain View Neighborhood Association on Sunday, 
June loth, 24pm at St. Joseph's Church (at the corner 
of Hope and Church Streets). The meeting will feature 
several speakers from the City: Neighborhoods 
Coordinator Jim Lynch, Police Chief Brown Taylor, 
Deputy Director of Public Works Tim KO, Traffic 
Engineer Dennis Belluomini, and a representative from 
the City Manager's office. They will cover several t o p  
ics: 

the Capital Improvement Plan and how it affects our 
neighborhood 
the status of our Old Mountain View Neighborhood 
Preservation Plan 
how the Neighborhood Watch Program works 
recent changes to city codes affecting neighborhoods 
opportunities for citizens to get involved in the city. 
And of course, there will be a time to chat with 

your neighbors. See you on the loth! 

Progress on the Neighborhood Preservation Plan 

Consultant Terry Bottomley has been putting the 
neighborhood preservation plan in written form, and 
has been holding a series of meetings with the city staff 
in order to work out implementation issues such as 
funding and scheduling. At the final workshop on 
March 14th, we got a preview of the plan. 

Terry pointed out that by implementing the plan in 
several phases, the most important measures for traffic 
control and neighborhood improvements can quickly 
be put in place. The implementation of other measures 
can be spread out over several years, providing more 
time for funding and detailed design. 

The plan will go to the Environmental Planning 
Commission and the City Council. Since the City 
Counal's calendar is now very crowded with the 
annual budget process, it is likely to be the end of 
summer before our plan will come up for a vote. 

Changes in Store for the Evelyn Avenue Corridor 

"The forces of change are at work in f he Evelyn Avenue 
Cmridor." Michael Freedman uses these dramatic 
words in talking about what is going on in the area 
bounded roughly by the Southem Pacific tracks, 

Highway 85, Dana Street, and Shoreline Boulevard. 
Freedman's firm (Freedman, Tung & Bottornley) was 
hired by the city to guide the creation of a precise plan 
for this area that will channel the forces of change in 
directions beneficial to all Mountain View. In particu- 
lar, development on and near Evelyn Avenue should 
complement rather than compete with the revitaliza- 
tion of Castro Street, and should blend smoothly into 
our residential area to the south without creating any 
new traffic problems. 

What are these forces of change? Mostly they are 
economic. Several large parcels on both sides of 
Evelyn are up for sale. This land is currently zoned 
General Commercial (CG), which is consistent with its 
current wholesale/light industrial usage. Potential 
developers naturally want to maximize the return on 
their investment. In the Evelyn area, they envision 
usage such as retail and residential, which would 
require special approval or even rezoning. By creating 
a precise plan, the city can provide a coherent vision of 
how the area should develop. Over the long run, this 
will translate into improved quality of life for citizens 
and attractive returns for investors. 

When the Evelyn Comdor Study was proposed last 
summer, several members of the Old Mountain View 
Neighborhood Association gave it strong support. 
They felt that such a study would be the best place to 
develop measures to direct traffic generated by new 
development around, rather than through, the neigh- 
borhood. Luckily, a proposal for this traffic problem 
was presented at the third workshop and gained the 
approval of most attendees. The proposal is to connect 
Evelyn and Villa with a diagonal, from the corner of 
Villa and View to the comer of Evelyn and Bush. Since 
Villa connects with Shoreline Boulevard west of Castro 
Street, this would provide a good cross-town route. 

The fourth Evelyn Corridor workshop, held May 
17th, was intended as the final one, wrapping up a 
series of proposals that were introduced at the earlier 
workshops and refined by the consultants based on 
comments from the workshop participants. These pro- 
posals-including the Evelyn-Villa connection, a 
CalTrain station relocated close to Castro Street, and a 
mixture of new housing with some office buildings or 



commercial property along Evelyn-had gained the 
approval of many attendees. 

Despite the broad support, some individuals who 
showed up for the first time at the fourth workshop 
seemed to want to start all over. As a result, one more 
workshop has been scheduled for the middle of June. 
Your presence at this final workshop is needed to 
achieve consensus on the Evelyn-Villa connection, 
because that is the key to routing traffic around the 
north of our neighborhood. This is your opportunity to 
participate in decision-making that is essential for the 
preservation of the quiet, safety, and property values of 
the neighborhood. Contact Tom Hunter at 968-6164 or 
Julie Lovins at 9644368 for the exact date and time of 
the final workshop. 

Expanding the Mountain View Library 

Mountain View has outgrown the city library on 
Franklin Street. The library needs more floor space for 
books and people, and it also needs more parking 
places for those who can't walk, bicycle, or take mass 
transit. At a joint meeting of the Library Board and the 
City Council on February 19th, alternatives for expan- 
sion were explored. The expansion proposals fell into 
two classes: adding on to the current structure, or 
replacing it with a larger structure at a different site. 

Proposals for adding on to the current structure 
were further subdivided into extending into the current 
parking lot adjacent to Mercy Street or extending into 
the current site of the Masonic Temple adjacent to 
Church Street. In the former case, the library's parking 
lot would have to be moved; the most likely spot 
would be to the other side of Franklin Street. 

Three sites for a new library were discussed: the 
comer of Church and Castro Streets (where there's now 
a Wells Fargo Bank), the comer of Shoreline Boulevard 
and Church Street, and Grant Road at Cuesta Park. 

The Cuesta Park site was ruled out as not being 
close enough to the city's center. Most Council mem- 
bers stated they wouldn't vote in favor of a site requir- 
ing demolition of existing housing. This seems to rule 
out expansion into the current parking lot (since there 
is no way to build a nearby parking lot without tearing 
down houses) and the Shoreline and Church site 
(which currently includes several houses). It was fur- 
ther stated that the current library site adversely affects 
the surrounding neighborhood and perhaps this is a 
good time to move the library out of a residential area. 

With all these conflicts, the only site considered so 
far that seems feasible is at Church and Castro. But the 
downtown area is changing, leading to new possibili- 
ties. For example, Fire Station #1 is being relocated 
away from Franklin and Villa. Where do you think the 
library should be? Come to the OMVNA general meet- 
ing on June loth, and let's talk about it. 

Join the Team 

When the Old Mountain View Neighborhood 
Association got underway about 18 months ago, we 
soon realized we were involved in something more like 
a longdistance race than a short dash. But as time has 
passed, we've come to think of it as more like a track 
and field meet than a single race. There are many 
activities involving our neighborhood and the city 
around it. So we're looking for more volunteers to pin 
us. With more people, we can take on more challenges. 

Are you interested in library expansion, light rail, 
Neighborhood Watch, or the Evelyn Corridor? Come 
to the general meeting on June 10th to hear more about 
these issues, and more. Whether you view yourself as 
selfish or generous, maintaining the quality of our 
neighborhood makes sense. 

Thank You, Volunteer Newsletter Deliverers! 

Did you ever wonder how this newsletter gets to 
your front door? With over 1500 residences in our 
neighborhood, it's a big job. Luckily, there are many 
people who have volunteered to deliver. We'd like to 
take this opportunity to thank the folks who wear out 
their shoes in support of this effort. In addition to the 
people listed at the end of the newsletter, they are: Jean 
Anderson, Ronit Bryant, June Casey, Cathy Frija, Bill & 
Janice Ingle, Debby Ketchens, Jean Kraus, Howard 
Lauren, Nancy Ogaz, Loren Pollert, Marilyn Powell, 
Curtis Schneider, Goldie Tasista, and Diana Whitecar. 
Thank you all for getting the word out! 

& Write to OMVNA at P.O. Box 391328, Mountain View, CA 94039. Tr 
To attend a meeting (usually Thursdays at 7pm), call any of these people: 

Jeff & Kim Farmer 9644759 Rich Baker 9U-2195 Chuck Darrah & Janice Konevich 967-2591 
Linda Heineke 967-4098 Tom & Judy Hunter 968-6164 Stephen & Ann Lewis 968-4341 

Julie Lovins 964-0368 Paul & Raquel McJones 964-1068 Eric Schweitzer & Marian Concus 969-9308 


